
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2026 Newsletter 

Estes Park’s historic mainline Protestant congregation founded in 1907. 
  

Mission Statement: Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies is a 

welcoming community united by faith in Jesus Christ; we seek to serve 

others, share God’s love, and engage all people. 
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CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, July 12 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  Monday       

through Thursday, 9:00 am 

to 3:00 pm; closed Fridays 

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Church Website: pccrusa.org 

Church Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey, 
pastor@pccrusa.org 

Financial Manager:   

Tia Shultz, finance@pccrusa.org 

Office Administrator:   

Brenda Dixon, office@pccrusa.org 

Handbell Director:  Patti Dolezal, 

music@pccrusa.org 

Choir Director:  Rich Dixon 

Organist:  Larry Gillum 

  

  

Worship Schedule  

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary: 

  

July 5—10:00am service with Chancel Choir;   

   Communion 

July 12 —10:00am service with Stan & Kathye 

Osborne, piano & flute 

July 19 —10:00am service with Chancel Choir;   

July 26 —10:00am service with Chancel Choir 

   Jill Hunt, organ 

The Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey, pastor             

Larry Gillum, organist 
  

 View through Livestream service on our website: 

Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page. 

The livestream player is to the right, below the opening 

pictures. 

The player will automatically start when the service begins. 

Sunday Bulletin:  The current worship bulletin appears directly 

below the livestream and video recordings box.  Simply click 

on “View Bulletin”. 
   

  

  

  

  
  

Paper copies of the newsletter 

are available in the narthex. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed 

to this issue of the newsletter—whether it be 

your service in this church or providing a 

written article or photo.   

We appreciate your input! 

The August Newsletter deadline is 

Tuesday, July 21. Please send your 

pictures and stories to: 

office@pccrusa.org       Thanks! 

©Contents copyright by the Presbyterian 

Community Church of the Rockies 2015-2026 

and may not be used for any commercial 

purpose without written permission from PCCR. 
  

  2 

Pastor & Mike’s 4th of July 
Ice Cream Social 

PCCR parking lot starting at 8:30pm 
Bring your own chair & beverages 

https://pccrusa.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

July 2026 

 Message from Pastor Christine Dempsey ...  

Dear PCCR friends!  

                  I remember the 200th birthday of the country so clearly.  I  
had just turned 7, had my first go as a flower-girl, received a new  
swing-set for my birthday and received a “most beautiful” award at  
the Chatauqua for my pink and white Betsy Ross dress.  I remember  
walking home from the perfectness of the bicentennial celebration  
asking my mother if there would be another one.   Somehow the  
conversation went into that there would be a tricentennial in another  
100 years.  I guess at the age of 7, I thought I would be around for it. 

                  At the age of 7, I was not aware of empires rising and falling or of a changing world that challenged our 
assumptions about the way things are.  Life in the moment was perfect!  Fast forward fifty years, and I have a 
great awareness of big swaths of human history, of people that live in peril, and in a space where many are 
wondering what our country looks like in 50 more years.  It is a time of uncertainty and harsh rhetoric at the 
least, a time of hopelessness at the worst.  And somehow, I have been called to be a prophetic voice in this 
new age of angst. 

                  One of the constant reminders I get is that I should never talk about politics – there is a division of 
church and state.   I must say that the discussion of church and state was centrally on the minds of patriots in 
1776.  It was Presbyterian minister John Witherspoon who signed the Declaration of Independence, and 
Episcopal bishop James Madison  who largely authored the Bill of Rights.  These two clergymen clearly had a 
foot in both the secular world of government and the religious world of the church.  Why?  And how were they 
part of these conversations?  Would not an association with a church exclude them from discussion of the 
secular government?  The reality is that they understood that freedom to live and serve as Christians of 
conscience required a government that allowed them to worship in that freedom.   This is a big step of spiritual 
maturity, for it means that the state would not enforce religious dogma on people but that a religious identity 
comes from God working and shaping our lives.  In other words, our government that assures freedom of 
religion is a huge leap of faith.  But it reminds us that Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world, but instead that Jesus’ 
kingdom through the power of the holy Spirit enlivens us to work within this world.  (John 18)  The freedom given 
by the state that gives us freedom to worship as we see fit  allows us to do that.  The freedom granted by the 
founding fathers  reminds us to trust in God working in and through us not because of the requirements of the 
law but because of the nurturing of our hearts to bring a world where love is our goal.  

                  So, this is the time to celebrate our country and this freedom that our founders set out for us, the 250-
year experiment that has recognized freedoms, freedoms that are endowed by our creator, and to claim our 
very faith where we are enslaved only by our hearts  that are bound to God, where we are called to work for 
hope and peace, justice and kindness, eternal joy and everlasting love. 

Come join on us on July 4th , eat ice cream and celebrate freedom.  

Grace and Peace, 

Christine 
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Crossroads Donation Update 

DID YOU KNOW? 

JULY IS WHITE OUT MONTH! 

Let’s celebrate the white of the USA’s colors red, white and blue, by filling the Crossroad’s 

Grocery Cart with all things white, like white rice and toilet paper. 

These two items just happen to be the most needed groceries by our Estes Valley neighbors in 

need! So, bring your “Whites” to PCCR any time during the month of July. 

Practice your FAITH IN ACTION by filling the cart  

to the brim and beyond. 

The Grocery Cart is located in the Narthex. 

With grateful thanks, 

Your Mission and Outreach Committee 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Again this year, the PCCR Mission & Outreach Committee is having a miniature golf 
outing for fun, fellowship, and fundraising. This year’s outing will be held at the beautiful 
Cascade Creek course at Ride-A-Kart, located at the corner of U.S. 34 East and Mall Road. 

We’ll start promptly at 5:00pm on Monday, September 14 

Entry fees are: 

ADULTS: $30 per each person aged 18 and over 
CHILD/YOUTH: $1 per year of age up to 17 years 

Contributions from non-players are definitely welcome  
and encouraged, so even if you can’t play that day,  
you can still help our church support international  
mission. 
Get your team together and come out for a fun evening  
of fellowship! 
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A BIG Thank You from the Bell Choirs 

BIG thank you to our anonymous benefactor for the funds to service our bells 
and chimes and keep them ringing here at PCCR!!! Bell technicians from Texas 
came in May and took apart, inspected, cleaned, replaced parts where 
necessary, reassembled and voiced 103 handbells and 49 handchimes. And 
thank you to Dot and Phil Rohrbaugh for hosting our guests! 

Our expert Handbell Technicians 
hard at work 

Handles come off first 

Clapper assemblies removed 
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Inspection and cleaning of all the 
inner parts 

Lots of little parts that wear out 
inside those bells! 

Inspecting, adjusting, replacing some 
parts on the handchimes 

And the finishing touch – the polishing!!!  
(Just like Grandma’s silver!) 
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The Deacons are excited to announce that we will be hosting a prayer team beginning July 13th. We 
plan to meet Mondays at 11am at PCCR. The sessions should last about 15-20 minutes. ALL are 

welcome to attend in person, or via zoom. If you don’t choose to attend, you’re still encouraged to 
bring your prayer concerns to a team member to lift at the team meeting each week. 

We’ll be praying for members of our church family who’ve given us permission to do so, family & 
friends, community members & concerns, extending to concerns for our country. Our leaders & our 

world. 

We feel this will have a positive impact on our church family as they’re lifted in prayer & also on those 
praying, as we seek God’s blessing & help. 

The initial team begins with Pastor Christine, Leslie Causer & Beth Carle. We 
welcome & encourage anyone who has an interest in praying or concerns to pray 
about. The concept will be fluid until we determine if the team will work & how it 
will work best. So suggestions are welcome as well. A sign-up sheet will be posted 

in the Narthex and on Brenda’s desk in the church office. 

We look forward to your thoughts & participation in this new endeavor. 
  

      Common Man for Ukraine Presentation 

        July 22nd – 4:00 pm - Fellowship Hall 

The Rotary Club of Estes Park International Service  

Committee has invited Steve Rand of the Common 

Man for Ukraine, a project started by the Plymouth, 

New Hampshire Club, to speak in Estes Park during 

their western tour. 

This project was born out of the frustration to be able to do something for people suffering 

in the war zones of Ukraine. It followed the initiative of the Rotary Club of Zamosc, Poland 

who started a retreat program for mothers and children who have lost their 

husbands/fathers in the war with Russia. 

The Common Man organization supports: 

➢ Monthly retreats of 3 weeks for 35 children who have lost their father in the war 

➢ Monthly retreats of 1 week for 10 mothers who have lost their husband in the war 

➢ Four humanitarian aid convoys to safe houses in Ukraine war zones 

➢ Trauma counseling 

The community is invited to attend this program as Steve shares about the work and 

experiences of the Common Man Foundation along with Rotary Clubs in Europe, the 

Poland Club and support for these programs from Rotary Clubs in the USA. 
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 Groups and Events 

Summer Picnic 
Sunday, July 12 – 11:00am 

You are invited to our All-Church Family Summer Picnic 
to be held on our church patio and in Fellowship Hall 

The Hospitality Committee will provide hot dogs, buns, condiments, 

water, and paper supplies. If you would like anything else to drink, 

please bring your own. 

Dress casually for church and bring your food to the church kitchen. 

The picnic begins immediately after worship. 

Bring a potluck dish to share using the suggested list below: 

A through H – Salads 

I through N – Baked beans or other vegetable dishes 

O through T – Desserts 

U through Z – Miscellaneous (chips, etc.) 

 

Rocky Ridge Music         
Student & Staff Concerts 

3:30pm – PCCR Sanctuary 

Thursday, July 2 
Thursday, July 9 

Thursday, July 23 
 

Summer Outdoor Worship Services 
Outdoor Chapel starting at 5:00pm 

July 22 and August 26 
A wonderful way to worship in nature, 
enjoying a campfire-like atmosphere 

  

Are you looking for a unique way to serve 
your church? 

Pastor Christine has a few special projects, 
and she is looking for volunteers! Contact her 

for more information at 970-586-4404 
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Adult Study Group 
 
  

The Adult Bible Study group continues through summer!  

Learning doesn’t take a holiday, and we learn so much that we don’t  

want to. Beginning in July we will do a bit of home-grown study on the 

topic of “Light” in the Bible and then return to the usual video studies, using materials from 

the Israel Bible Center, which states: “The Israel Bible Center will help you, as a modern 

Christ-follower, to read and understand the Holy Scriptures of Israel as they were originally 

intended.” We meet in the church Library each Friday at 10:00. One-timer, occasional drop-

in or regular attendee, you are more than welcome to join us in learning and discussion! 

 
Here is a sample of the kind of learning we are involved in. 

Questions?  

Talk to Carol Nussbaumer or contact her at    

carol@nussbaumers.net  

or 970-586-2437. 

  
  

  
  

Wednesday Bible Study with Pastor Christine 
Come and join us for Bible Study on Wednesdays at noon in the church 

library as we continue a study series on the book of Exodus. All you need is 
your bible. 

Schedule for July: 
July 1—”The Lord is My Banner” Exodus 17 

July 8—”Who is Moses?”  Exodus 18 
July 15—”Why, the Law?” Exodus 19-20 
July 22— “Lots of Rules”  Exodus 21-23 

July 29 – “On the Mountain With God”  Exodus 24 
 

       See you there! 



 

 

 

  

Financial Information May 2026 

  May Jan-May Year to Date—Budget  

 Total Revenues $43,758.00 $234,922.00 $189,506.00* 

 Total Expenses $35,886.00 $192,686.00 $208,045.00 

 Net Total $7,872.00 $42,236.00 -$18,539.00 
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*Revenue includes $85,000 towards Organ Maintenance Fund 

Registration forms are available in the Narthex, Church Office or 
on the website pccrusa.org 

For more information, contact Jennifer Workman at 

ckcworkman@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ckcworkman@gmail.com
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