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MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP
April 2, 2026 5:00 pm

“Christ did not come to scare us from sin, but to save us from it.”
- C. H. Spurgeon

WELCOME The Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey

PRELUDE “The Last Supper” Weinberger
Organist, Larry Gillum

CALL TO WORSHIP

This is a night to remember.
We remember the Passover Jesus shared with His disciples.

We remember His new covenant of broken bread and cup.
We remember His night alone in the garden in prayer.

We remember His arrest and trial.
We remember His suffering and the denial of His friend.
We remember this night and thank God for Jesus’ presence
with us.

HYMN NoO. 206 “This Is the Night” verses 1, 2 & 3

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, we are reminded today that you dine with sinners. You
break bread with the disciples who will desert you. You share the cup
with Peter, the Rock, who will deny you three times. And, you will sit
at table even with Judas who will betray you. Like the disciples, we all
carry the burden of sin that leads us to actions that do not honor you,
do not uphold people, and do not respect your creation. God, forgive
us, and help us live into this forgiveness by loving you and your
mission in this world. God, we now come to you in silent prayer with
the sins that weigh most heavily on our hearts.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SCRIPTURE Matthew 27:32-56



CHORAL MEDITATION “Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s Brow” Ryan Thomas
Pianist, Verlene Thorp
Director, Rich Dixon

MEDITATION IN WORD “Entering Through the Green Glass Door”
The Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey

HymN No. 209 “My Song Is Love Unknown” verses 1,3 &5

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

LITANY OF GETHSEMANE

O Living Christ, this evening we gather around your table.
We are reminded of your solitary prayer in the garden.
It must have been hard to break bread with your disciples that
night,
knowing that later one would betray you, one would deny
you, and all would sleep out of weariness when you needed
them most.
With you, O Christ, we pray that the cup of testing be removed
from us.
We pray for your will to be worked out in our lives.
Preserve us from the Gethsemane sleep
and the sorrow of those who live without hope.
Keep us vigilant in prayer, steadfast in trust,
and grateful for your risen presence.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GREAT THANKSGIVING

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
(Today, we will practice communion by intinction. This is a practice
where we come forward to participate in the sacraments. When you
come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat the

elements together. If you are not comfortable coming forward, we
will have servers that will come to you.)



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Generous God, you have given yourself to us and made us yours.
At this last supper, you gave us instructions to practice this ritual
through our lives. For it is in this remembrance that we are
strengthened by your love and fed by your Word. Thank you for
uniting us with you and with each other, for giving us new life
and new hope, and preparing us to live as your people. May our
lives reflect our hope in you. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

HYyMN No. 213 “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” Verses 1, 2,3 &4

PSALM 22 AND THE STRIPPING OF THE CHURCH

There is no benediction, no postlude.
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