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PCCR Directory
6 b Office Hours: Monday
through Thursday, 9:00 am

to 3:00 pm; closed Fridays
Office Phone: 970-586-4404
Church Website: pccrusa.org

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey,
pastor@pccrusa.org

Financial Manager:

Tia Shultz, finance @pccrusa.org
Office Administrator:

Brenda Dixon, office @pccrusa.org
Handbell Director: Patti Dolezal,
music@pccrusa.org

Choir Director: Rich Dixon
Organist: Larry Gillum
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Paper copies of the newsletter
are available in the narthex.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed
to this issue of the newsletter—whether it be
your service in this church or providing a
written article or photo.

We appreciate your input!

i The April Newsletter deadline is
i Tuesday, March 17. Please send your
pictures and stories to:

office@pccrusa.org Thanks!

©contents copyright by the Presbyterian
Community Church of the Rockies 2015-2026
and may not be used for any commercial
purpose without written permission from PCCR.
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary:

March 1—10:00am Communion: Chancel Choir

March 8 —10:00am Chancel Choir

March 15 —10:00am Bell Choir

March 22 —10:00am Chancel Choir & Bell Choir;
Guest minister-Rev. Dr. Steve Shive

March 29— Palm Sunday—10:00am Chancel Choir

The Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey, pastor
Larry Gillum, organist

View through Livestream service on our website:
Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page.
The livestream player is to the right, below the opening
pictures.
The player will automatically start when the service begins.

Sunday Bulletin: The current worship bulletin appears directly
below the livestream and video recordings box. Simply click
on “View Bulletin”.
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coming this Spring!

Watch for More




March 2026
Message from Pastor Christine Dempsey ...

Dear Friends,

March is the month where we welcome spring, basketball
championships and daylight savings time, but in the church, itis a
month where we begin our journey towards Easter. It is the time of
Lent. This year we will be exploring the Beatitudes, part of the first
sermon given by Jesus and perhaps his best known. But why? Afterall,
most years we set our sights on Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and on
the teachings in the latter part of his ministry. Yet, | don’t think we
can fully embrace God's love for us until we understand how Jesus
ignites our soul and transforms our very being.

The word “Beatitude” comes from the Latin word which means blessed. Many of us are familiar with the opening of

each of the beatitudes as, “Blessed are.” When we really want to get at the essence of scripture, we must look at the
original language and that is Greek. The Greek word is makorioi, and most scholars agree that a better translation in

English is the word “happy.”

Yet, what does it mean to be “Happy?” It’s an existential question. Happiness is for what we all long, it's part of our
creation. Yet, we struggle to define what that really is. Our secular culture tells us that happiness is a solid marriage,
big house, successful children, and financial solvency. Yet, what | see are a lot of unhappy people, people realizing
that achieving all their dreams does not define happiness.

When we look at the Beatitudes, we hear the spaces where human beings feel anything but blessed: Poor in spirit,
mourners, meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness... these are states of being that would suggest
anything but happy. And yet, this is exactly what Jesus tells us. Jesus reminds us that even when we feel most alone,
most vulnerable, that our deepest needs will be met, and met by God who alone can fill this space.

This is a call to our state of being, our “happiness” being wrapped into our relationship with God and one another.
Think about Jesus headed to the cross to die for our sins. This is anything but how we define happiness, or is it? For
when Jesus dies for us, anger and fear is put aside, and we are embraced by God. Even in the worst possible times,
God is there bringing hope for tomorrow. So, friends, join me this month in this journey through the Beatitudes and
listen for God's blessings.

Grace and Peace,

Christine

Faithful Servant Spotlight

A big shout-out to Jim Nussbaumer and Mike Moon who
have spent countless hours networking our church to
accommodate our telephone and computer needs!




Let Me Listen

Concert
Celebrating Black
History Month

February 22, 2026

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

February 17, 2026




Thank you...

A BIG Thank You to all who came to support the
Grace and Grub’s Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper fundraiser for Crossroads on
February 17th.

A total of $1,014.00 was raised!
Special thanks to all who helped with set-up,
clean-up, baking ham, mixing the batter and
making the pancakes. A bigshoutout goes to
Verlene Thorp and her magic fingers on the
keyboard, and Joy and Bob Holcomb for their

leadership.
We could not have done this without any of you!

%sCrossrpads
Crossroads Donations Update @ ﬁyﬂ,{/ ance/
MIN

ISTRY

DID YOU KNOW?

What do four men, two women, two carts, three plastic bins, 155 cans of soup and chili and 231 pounds
of hope for our neighbors in need have in common?

PCCR’s donations to Crossroads’ Market from the SOUPER BOWL OF CARING CAMPAIGN ON SUPER
BOWL SUNDAY, FEBRUARY

2026 PCCR DONATIONS TO CROSSROADS MINISTRY MARKET 8TH.
FOOD AND PAPER PRODUCTS
Your Mission and Outreach

Committee truly
appreciates your generous
support for this new
opportunity to give. Food is
the number one priority for
the clients of Crossroads.

Thank you!

Gratefully, Your Mission

o and Outreach Committee
o W
Jenury Februsry March
@ CURRENT MONTH
» CUMULATIVE
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Habitat for Humanity update
By Dave Thomas, PCCR Mission & Outreach Committee

Habitat for Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley, which receives financial support
- aspartofthe PCCR mission budget, is making huge strides in its coverage
area, which includes the Estes valley.

being built on Raven Avenue (near Ace Hardware, behind Expedition Lodge)
The family comprised of Wendy, Zach and their daughters,
received the key to their new home which they helped to
“build through sweat equity and with the work of many volunteers. Also presentforthe
dedication were an estimated 70 people including Habitat’s construction team and staff,
~ aswell as some members of the Selection Committee, which chose the recipients of the
home, and representatives of the Estes Park Housing Authority. Over the next four years,
Habitat plans to build one home each yearon the remaining four lots on Raven Avenue.

In Longmont, Habitat for Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley operates ReStore,
currently located at 1351 Sherman Drive, just off Ken Pratt Blvd. ReStoreis a
place where individuals and businesses can donate lightly used building
materials, furniture, appliances and more. Habitat se’lls'thosegoods to the
public at 25-50% off retail and proceeds - from those sales helps to support
Habltat’s hom ebuudlng efforts

David Emerson, Executive Dlrector of Habitat for Humamty of the St. Vrain

Valley, explains, “We have been in the existing location since 2009 but have

_outgrown that location and were facing significantly higher rents. The new location provides more space
and we believe a better experience for our customers, donors, staff and volunteers.”

The new ReStore location, at 33 South Pratt Parkway in Longmont will provide 18,486 square feet of
_space, considerably largerthan the 11,880
square feet at the current site. The new
ReStore is projected to open in late March,
and will be open Tuesdaythrough Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., with
~ donations accepted Wednesday through

Saturday, 10:00.a.m. to 5:00 p.m. | . . Cre
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What does the Lord require of you...to Do Justice, Love Kindness and Walk
Humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

ONE GREAT HOUR In the United States and around the world, millions of people lack access to
OF SHARING sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering (OGHS), taken during the season of
Lent is the single, largest way for Presbyterians to come together every year to work for a better world.
Your gifts to this offering provide support for disaster recovery, hunger relief, and poverty.

* Through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the church provides immediate support after
natural and human-caused disasters. It also assists with long-term recovery efforts, connecting mid
councils and churches with resources to help communities rebound and thrive.

¢ The Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) works to alleviate hunger and eliminate its root causes.
Hunger is an extremely complex phenomenon with economic, political, environmental, and social
causes. Working through relationships and partnerships in the United States and around the world,
the church seeks to find out why people are hungry and to encourage action that will help address
the underlying causes — including racial injustice, systemic poverty, climate change and
environmental racism, violent conflict, lack of affordable housing, and more.

* The Self Development of People (SDOP) is committed to eradicating systemic poverty and evaluating
the forces that push people into poverty and keep them there. The church along with other
ecumenical organizations enter into partnerships with groups of economically e
poor, oppressed and disadvantaged people. By giving those in need the tools
and education to facilitate their work, these groups can create ways of
making a sustainable living and consequently work their way out of poverty.

“What does the Lord require of you...to do justice, love kindness and walk
humbly with your God.” Let us join together to care for those in need by sharing
our gifts through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, collected and dedicated
on Palm Sunday, March 29th . However, you can donate anytime during the
Lenten season either online or by marking your checks with the notation of
OGHS. Thank you for sharing your gifts with those who need it most.

PW Bible Study—March 16, 2026

L)
;«‘P Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ

In lesson seven of the Presbyterian Women's Bible study, we will discuss the story of the “Woman
Who Was Bent Over.” The lesson, based on Luke 13:10-17, is also a story of many women today
who are “bent over” due to physical or medical conditions while some are figuratively bent over
by life experience. Through this lesson we are reminded that “as followers of Christ, we are to serve with a
compassionate and healing spirit and be part of setting people free.” We hope you can join us at 11:30 -
on March 16, in the church library, for coffee and fellowship followed by the lesson starting at 12 noon. a
If you would like a study book, they are available in the church office for 510. If you cannot attend in i"_.-ll\-
person, you are welcome to join us on Zoom. Just let Karen Daugherty at karen@daughertys.us know . k
you would like to join the meeting on Zoom and a link will be sent to you. i




Why Did | Receive a Letter from Presbyterian Women?

Each year in February, letters from the local Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women are distributed to all
women who are members and friends of the Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies. The team makes
an effort to distribute as many of these letters as possible on Sunday mornings in February and early March to
save the cost of postage. There is a table in the narthex where the letters are available. Please pick up your
letter anytime you are at the church.

This is an opportunity for the women of our church, regardless of whether or not they attend the PW Bible
study, to support the ongoing mission and ministry of Presbyterian Women. Your donation helps support the
denomination’s evangelism, church planting, education and justice work as well as ministry to children, youth
and older adults in rural, urban and suburban populations across the United States and around the world. This
support is divided among Presbyterian Women churchwide, in the Synod and in the Presbytery. Our local PW
pledge to these missions is $1,500. At the end of each year, depending upon our funding, we give to local
organizations whose focus is on groups that provide support to women and children in the Estes Valley. Your
donation ensures that our caring community of women can continue its witness to the promise of God's
kingdom. We are truly grateful for your generous support both financially and through prayer.

“The Waving of Hands”

Last month, we introduced 4 church-related signs in American Sign Language (ASL): God, Jesus, Holy, Holy Spirit. One of them
showed where the nails entered Jesus’ hands — do you remember it? (Hint: it uses both middle fingers and both palms.) How
about the sign for God? Remember it is the highest sign ever made.

This month we will learn 3 more: Trinity, Bless, and Grace (not the woman, but the action of God).

Trinity: One of my favorite signs!! It shows very clearly the concept that the 3 Persons of the Trinity are really only 1. It combines
the signs for “1" and “3" with movement showing the change or union of the 3 Divine figures.
Step 1: make the number 3 with the right hand. Hold up the thumb, index and middle fingers (3)
Step 2: rest the back of “3" on the palm of the open left hand (both palms are toward your chest) (Your right hand thumb will
be pointing to the right)
Step 3: pull the right hand (the “3") down —like you are hiding it behind the left hand — as you change the “3" into a “1” (the
right index finger points up. All other fingers are in a “fist”)
Step 4: slide the “1" in an arc so it is in front of the left hand. (If this is difficult, it is fine to change the “3” to “1” and just slide
the “1” up soit is free of the left hand.)

Bless, Blessing: This sigﬁ can be made several ways. Easiest is to start with both hands at the mouth, fingers facirg>each other
and touching. Move the hands downward and apart, ending with palms down and fingers spread, as if putting a blessing on
someone’s head.

Grace: Grace is the unmerited favor from God, so the sign shows something being “showered” down from God. Begin with the
hand above the head, with the right thumb touching the fingertips. (Indicates a blessing being picked up) Twist the wrist inward,
spread the fingers and “shower” the blessings on the head.

Love: An intuitive sign! Cross your arms across your chest and “hug yourself”. Hands can be in fists or open flat — whichever you
like.

Make a sentence! You can now sign “Trinity [is] God, Jesus, [and] Holy Spirit. The “little words” [is, and] are most often omitted
by deaf signers. “God bless you”. (“you™ is the index finger pointed at someone) “Jesus love (s) you.” (or “me” — point to your
chest with the index finger.)

If you have questions about signs, catch Carol Nussbaumer anytime! Jan Boatman can probably help you, too.




Groups and Events
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Palm Sunday Brunch

Mark Your Calendars!

VI WL T A

You are invited to attend the annual Palm Sunday Brunch on
Sunday, March 29, 2026 immediately following the worship service.

The Hospitality Committee will provide ham, potato casserole, rolls, and coffee/water.
The congregation is asked to bring a dish that will feed at least 8 people. ?
Last names beginning with A-R: side dishes, salads (no potatoes please) .

Last names beginning with S-Z: desserts

We look forward to this special time of fellowship before Easter!
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Holy Week

March 29th—Palm Sunday Service
at 10:00am followed by the annual
Brunch

April2nd—Maundy Thursday
On March 22, we will welcome Rev. Dr. Steve Service atvszoopm with communion
Shive. Steve is the Interim Executive Presbyter for

the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks. He has

April 3rd—Good Friday Service at
- 12:00 noon

Sunday Service at
illum on the

extensive background in pastoral and mid-council

ministry that have taken him all around the

United States including Texas, Missouri, North

Carolina, Wisconsin, Wyoming and North Dakota.
He also has certification as an Associate Certified
Coach from the International Coaching

Federation. Please give him a warm welcome!




Lenten Bible Study

Come and join us for a Lenten Bible Study over the
Beatitudes. We will be using the text The Beatitudes for
THE BEATITUDES Today by James C. Howell to guide our study.
FOR TODAY Here are the times:

Sunday mornings at 9:00am February 22-March 22 in the
Lounge with Mike Dempsey

Sunday evenings on Zoom at 7:00pm February 22-March
22 with Pastor Christine

Wednesdays at noon February 25-March 25 in the
church library with Pastor Christine (no class March 4)

JAMES C. 3 (at the time of our regular Bible study)
HOWELL

If you would like to participate, please let Brenda in the office know. She will need to know
which time you are wanting to attend.

You are welcome to participate without purchasing the book and just bring your Bible!

COME JOIN OUR

RLE

Adult Study Group

The Adult Study Group is presently viewing some 4-week Roundtables
where we are invited to “sit in on inspiring and thought-provoking
conversations with the world’s leading scholars of the Bible,

archaeology, language and history.” The current Roundtable,

“Exploring Biblical Archeology: The Story of Jericho”, includes 3 of the
group’s favorite presenters and experts in their fields: Dr. Cyndi Parker (archeology/geology),

Dr. Nick Schasser (New Testament, especially Matthew) and Dr. Yeshaya Gruber (Jewish-
Christian studies). If you want a deeper dig into the Scriptures and the history of the Faith; if
you enjoy leaning about “the rest of the Story”; if you want to expand your understanding of

the Bible and enjoy group discussions (often far-ranging!), we invite you to join us in the

Church library at 10:00 Friday mornings. In mid-March we will be deciding on the next field

of study and would welcome your input! ,

If you have questions, contact Carol Nussbaumer 970-586-2437 or carol@nussbaumers.net
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An Informative Program on Dementia

Journeys had an infor mative program about dementia challenges in general and the Estes
Dementia Day Center on February 15th. Mary Mesropian, the chair of that board, led the program
with participation from Debbie Unruh, the new executive director, and Rebecca Chopp. Thisisa
wonderful resource for anyone wanting information on that topic. You can watch the recording
using this link and password.

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/
ppeQY cRul6b4PnimigEVE4PrcqO H 8kp6Tdx03f MW9oTgTulgdBZhQfHa3sdE-RYLTPIVUBgs9FuK?
startTime=1771168339000

Passcode: hEjX0?C%

atel ion
ve the D ible

chool
Thursday, July 16 -
Sunday, July 19, 2026

9:00 - 11:30 am Go Tell It on the Mountain

08 Loves Mgy
&

Open to children entering Kindergarten through 5t grade

Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies
1700 Brodie Ave, Estes Park, CO 80517
Phone: 970-586-4404 Email: of fice@pcerusa.org

Financial Information January 2026

Jan Jan Year to Date—Budget |

Total Revenues 574,700 574,700 5454,814

Total Expenses 573,634 573,634 $499,309

Net Total $1,066 $1,066 -$44,495

*Revenue State of CO Grant 85,250, *Expense Repayment of ERTC Fees to Foundation 56,850

Carpet in Basement 519,295 Carpet in Basement 519,895
Family Changing Room $20,000 Grant Vendor Payments 589,272
Employee Retention Tax Credit 538,310 Family Changing Reom $18,212
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March 2026
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