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Humbled Before God:
Why God's Sovereignty Mattery




October 26, 2025
Reformation Sunday

“Faith is like an empty, open hand stretched out toward God, with nothing to offer and everything to

receive.”

— John Calvin
TIME OF QUIET PREPARATION
PRELUDE “Wondrous King, All Glorious” Max Reger

Organist, Larry Gillum

CHORAL INTROIT

WELCOME The Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey

*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Psalm 84) Liturgist, Rebecca Chopp

Let us give praises to the Living God.

In you we find true happiness.
As we journey,

We seek to find your house.
As we rest,

We long for your courtyards.
You, O God, are our sun and our shield.

Let us rejoice out loud to you!
*OPENING HYMN No. 275 “A Mighty Fortress Is Qur God”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we pray to you, who is all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-loving and yet, we go
about our daily lives thinking that the power is in us. We forget our call as your disciples and we
forget your laws as we go about our days. Forgive us and help us remember that you are
sovereign and that through you we can refocus our hearts and our heads to do your work,

helping us be people who heal, help and hope.

Silent Prayer of Confession



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE: “Just as | Am, without One Plea”
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blood was shed for me, and that thou biddest me
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come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come; 1 come!
D
g O oo
a1 o8 — —He—rp—]
L | T 1 | Il |t R~ | 1 1 |
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
A READING FROM THE EPISTLE Colossians 1:15-20, NRSV
CHANCEL CHOIR “The Lord is My Shepherd” Slovenian Folk Tune arr. Dixon
Director, Rich Dixon
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL Luke 18:9-14, NRSV
MESSAGE “Humbled Before God: Why God’s Sovereignty Matters”

The Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey

MEDITATION AND *HYMN OF THE DAY No. 417 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”



* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
What is your only comfort, in life and in death?

That | belong—body and soul, in life and in death—not to myself but to my faithful Savior,
Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins and has
completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without
the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything
must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of
eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY “0 God, in Mysterious Ways, Great Wonders You Perform”
“Dundee” from Scottish Psalter 1615 Gordon Young

*DOXOLOGY (Hymnal # 606)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Joys AND CONCERNS

A REFORMATION LITANY
0O God, we pray for your church.
And for all the many Christian denominations and traditions.
As you guided the reformers in times past,
Guide us, O Lord, in the ways you want for us to travel.
As Martin Luther reminded us,
Help us to acknowledge your saving grace.
As John Calvin reminded us,
Help us to look to your word for guidance.
As John Knox reminded us,
Help us to use our church organization to give glory to God.
Help us to claim all the good that came of the Reformation,
And to honestly confess all that was sinful and all that caused sorrow.
Help us, O God, to be faithful to your call,
To create a church that gives glory to you and to your son, Jesus Christ.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father who art is heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not inte temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

LiFE OF THE COMMUNITY

(Not merely announcements, but the activities of our life together that reflect our day-to-day
responses to God’s call for faithfulness and your invitation to join in!)

*HYMN OF SENDING NO. 624 “l Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”
*BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE

POSTLUDE “Blessing and Honor” Hymntune, O Quanta Qualia, 369

*Please stand if you are able.
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Church staff

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Christine Dempsey, paston@ pccrusa.org
Office Administrator: Brenda Dixon, office@pccrusa.org
Financial Manager: finance@ pccrusa.org

Handbell Director: Patti Dolezal, music@ pecrusa.org

Organist: Larry Gillum Choir Director: Rich Dixon
b 4
r b | T 4 |
Elders Deacons
Nancy Almond - Curtis Fox - Judy Schaffer - Steve Wilson Diane Palmer - Chuck Bonza - Deborah Webb
Terry Brigham - Dennis Jacobs - Jim Jonell - Kent Meyer Chuck slicker - Mike Dempsey - Brenda Gillum
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Announcements
Greeter this morning is Linda & Larry Emsing.
Fellowship Time—Join us today for coffee and treats hosted by the Membership Committee.

Wednesday Bible Study with Pastor Christine will be on Wednesday, October 29 at 12:00 noon in the

church Library. This week's topic is “Going Home"” Genesis Chapters 31. All are welcome to join!

Adult Study Group with Carol Nussbaumer —

The Adult Study Group (a.k.a. Not Your Mother’s Sunday School) continues on Friday, October 31 at
10:00am. The current study looks at some favorite Bible passages: Isaiah 53, Psalm 23 and Matthew 5.
You are welcome to come once, or several times. You are encouraged to bring a Bible for the series.

Upcoming:

Saturday, November 1— Celebration of Life for Steve Fry from 1:00-3:00pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, November 2—All Saints Day & “Members & Memories” Sunday

Monday, November 10—Church Office closed in observance of Veteran’s Day

Friday, November 21—Oratorio Society of Estes Park Concert at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary
Saturday, November 22— QOratorio Society of Estes Park Concert at 2:00pm in the Sanctuary
Sunday, November 23— Christ the King Sunday with a special service of communion

Thursday, November 27—Church Office closed in observance of Thanksgiving



The Week Ahead

Monday, October 27
9:30am Hospitality Committee
3:00pm Ballet Renaissance
Tuesday, October 28
9:00am Estes Nonprofit Network
12:00pm One Day at a Time AA Group
2:00pm PW Board Meeting
3:00pm Ballet Renaissance
6:30pm Estes Valley Chamber Singers
6:45pm Hispanic Bible Study
Wednesday, October 29
10:00am Vacation Bible School Mtg.
12:00pm Bible Study
1:00pm The Good Grief Group
4:00pm Joyful Bells
6:00pm Luciana Ensemble
6:30pm Estes Park Chorale rehearsal
Thursday, October 30
4:00pm Chancel Bells
6:30pm One Day at a Time AA Group
6:30pm Chancel Choir

Friday, October 31
10:00am Adult Study Group
3:00pm Ballet Renaissance
Saturday, November 1
9:30am Card-Making Group
1:00pm Celebration of Life for
Steve Fry
5:30pm One Day ata Time AA Group
Sunday, November 2
8:30am Journeys
10:00am Worship
4:15pm Oratorio Society of Estes Park
rehearsal

See the full church calendar on www.pccrusa.org
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Reformation Sunday
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Qur Presbyterian tradition is partof a

broad movement of reform in the
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merely Protestant movement, it was
broad rebirth of the followers of
Christ who asked themselves again
what it means to follow Christ as
King. We recognized this last Sunday
in October as it marks the
anniversary of Martin Luther’s
posting of the 95 Theses on the door
of the Wittenberg Cathedral.
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¢ 1700 Brodie Avenue, Estes Park, CO 80517
Presbyterian Website WWW.pCCrusSa.org
. Phone 970-586-4404
Communlty Church E-mail office@pccrusa.org

of the Rockies Office hours 9:00-3:00, Monday-Thursday




