
   

June 2022 Newsletter 
Estes Park’s historic mainline Protestant congregation founded in 1907. 
 

Core Value:  The Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies is a 
Sacred Community formed around Jesus the Christ where we experience 
God’s presence in our lives and service together. Volume 10, Number 6 

 

 

 Estes Park Walk for the Hungry 

Sunday, July 17, 2022 

 The Estes Park Walk for the Hungry will be Sunday, July 17, and go around Lake Estes.  

It will start from the Estes Park Visitors Center at 1:00 p.m., gathering at the southeast 

corner of the Visitors Center. 

 The need for food aid around the world today is greater than any time since World 

War II.  The director of the World Food Bank of the United Nations has said, “We are 

having to take food from the hungry to give it to the starving.” 

 The situation in Ukraine is just the most recent manifestation of the problem, but 

probably the most publicized in the news. 

 We hope you will mark your calendars for the Estes Park Walk for the Hungry on July 17.  

Sponsor sheets will be available soon for walkers to sign up sponsors.   

 For more information, contact Pete Vanderveen, 970-586-0578. 
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PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  Monday 
through Thursday, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm; closed Fridays 

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Church Website:  pccrusa.org 

Church Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Chris Davis,  
414-690-4488, pastor@pccrusa.org 

Handbell Director:  Patti Dolezal, 
music@pccrusa.org 
 

Choir Director:  Rich Dixon 

Organist:  Larry Gillum 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Hull, 
finance@pccrusa.org 
 

Office Administrator:   
Terry Brigham, office@pccrusa.org 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter—whether it be your 
service in this church or providing a 
written article or photo.   

We appreciate your input! 

The July Newsletter deadline is 
Tuesday, June 21.  Please send 
your pictures and stories to Terry 
Brigham at: office@pccrusa.org       
Thanks! 

©
Contents copyright by the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the 
Rockies 2015-2022 and may not be used 
for any commercial purpose without 
written permission from PCCR. 

Worship Schedule  

 Worship in the Sanctuary: 

      June 5 — 10:00 am, Communion 

 June 12 — 10:00 am 
 June 19 — 10:00 am, Rev. Bruce Brackman, guest preacher 
 June 26 —10:00 am  
     

  The Rev. Chris Davis, pastor            Larry Gillum, organist 
 
 View through Livestream service on our website: 

Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page. 
The livestream player is to the right, below the opening pictures. 
The player will automatically start when the service begins. 

Sunday Bulletin:  The current worship bulletin appears directly 
below the livestream and video recordings box.  Simply click on 
“View Bulletin”.    

Paper copies of the newsletter 
are available in the narthex. 

Grace and Grub Cookout 

 Join us for our first Grace and Grub 
picnic of the summer season at      
4:30 p.m. on Monday, June 27 at    
the Endovalley picnic area. 

 All are welcome! Hotdogs, buns, condiments, and 
tableware will be provided.  The rest of the meal 
is potluck.  Bring a side dish to share, your own 
drinks, and lawn chairs. 

 We will meet at the Endovalley picnic area located 
along the Fall River.  Turn off Hwy 34 at the Old Fall 
River Road entrance, past Alluvial Fan at the west end 
of Horseshoe Park.   

  Contact Joy Holcomb, joyholcomb11@gmail.com   

 or 970-586-9600 for more information or to sign up.   

 Hope you can join the fun! 

  

https://pccrusa.org/
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 June 2022 

 Message from Pastor Chris Davis . . . 

 Dear PCCR Family, 

 It has been a year and a half since my first Sunday at 

PCCR. Where does the time go?!? It is a joy to be your 

Interim Pastor. This congregation has been so gracious, 

patient, and kind to me during the interim period and I 

want to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing 

me to serve as your Interim Pastor.  

 I also want to take this opportunity to give you an 

update on the interim process. As many of you know, 

the Presbyterian model for calling a new pastor can take time and requires several steps before a new pastor 

is able to arrive at PCCR. The first step in the process is a Mission Study Report. The mission study is a 

“window” into a congregation, and it briefly describes the community (Estes Park), church history, and vision 

for future ministry. 

 I am pleased to announce that at the May meeting of Session, your Ruling Elders approved PCCR’s Mission 

Study Report. I also want to thank the following individuals, whom Session approved, to write the Mission 

Study: Nancy Almond, Randy Brigham, Kent Meyer, Judy Schaffer, and Sue Yowell. Much of the information 

in the Mission Study Report was taken from an earlier document, PCCR’s 2019 Visioning Report. This work 

was completed by you just prior to COVID and Pastor Moore leaving the congregation. If you would like to 

read the Mission Study Report, please email the church and we will send you a copy or stop by the church 

office and pick one up.  

 The next step in the process will be for Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM) to approve the Mission 

Study Report. This will take place at the June meeting of COM. Once approved, COM will grant permission 

for us to form a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). PCCR’s Nominating Committee will develop a slate of 

candidates which will be approved at a future Congregational Meeting. Once we are approved to form our 

PNC, you will see nominating forms in consecutive worship bulletins, so please give prayerful consideration 

on who may be a good fit to serve on our PNC.  

 Now that the process to call your next pastor is in motion, I will be giving regular progress updates in the 

monthly newsletter. Please reach out to me with any questions; I am here to help!  Also, let us keep our 

congregation in prayer as we listen for the Holy Spirit and God’s guidance during this exciting time in the life 

of our church. 

  In Christ’s Faithful Service, 

 Pastor Chris 

 “For the past 35+ years, caring ministry has been a hallmark of our  

 Christian faith community.  It is at the heart of all we do.  Let us know if  

 we can be of help."            ~  Your PCCR Stephen Ministers 
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A Story About Vision 

 When I was 8 years old, the family went to a drive-in for lunch.  Dad asked me “What do you want?” “What 
do they have?” “The menu is painted there on the wall.” “What wall?”  And so I began to wear glasses all day, 
every day.  But if I was an 8-year-old deaf child in Malawi, Africa, there would be no glasses.  Most likely no 
one would even notice that I couldn’t see well and wouldn’t know how to fix it if they did notice. 

 Hope and new vision are beginning to come to Embangweni Schools for the Deaf!  Thanks to the forward-
looking hospital administrator, Mr. Mwawi Chirwa, teachers have been trained to recognize possible vision 
problems in their students.  With some financial support from the PCCR Mission and Outreach Committee 
(that’s really from the congregation, you know) Mr. Chirwa organized a day of training and screening for the 
Primary and Secondary Schools for the Deaf which was held on May 7, 2022.  Mr. Chirwa requested a Zoom 
meeting so he could report on the day; he and committee member Carol Nussbaumer met on May 11 and he 
reported the following: 

 The training began at 9 am (delayed by 1.5 hours due to a 
power blackout and resulting search for a generator and 
fuel). Teachers of the deaf filled in the time waiting for the 
generator by teaching the others some sign language; 32 
people attended the meeting, including the head teachers 
from both schools, other teachers, and hospital staff. 

Teachers 
watched a 
Power Point 
presentation 
showing normal vs damaged eyes, eye anatomy and 
development, signs of vision difficulty in learners, and services 
available at the Embangweni Mission Hospital eye clinic.  A 
question and answer period followed and at 2 pm the activities 
moved to screening. 

Seventy learners from 
the Primary School for the Deaf were screened (the total number 
enrolled is 190, but many older students were away at a previously 
scheduled football {soccer} match.)  Forty-one of those screened 
were found to have vision problems. 

All 86 learners from the Secondary School for 
the Deaf were screened; 4 were found to have 
vision problems.  The question is: how many 
students at Primary school have not completed 
the course or have not done very well because 
of poor vision?  What can be done about it? 

Screening was offered to the teachers but only five accepted.  Four of them were found 
to have vision problems, including the head teacher at Secondary School for Deaf. 

A follow-up day at the hospital has been scheduled for treatment where appropriate 
and to fit glasses.  The teachers were very appreciative and urged that this program be 
extended to the Bandawe School for the Deaf so they, too, can benefit. 

 Total cost for the day was $196 (160,250.00 Malawi kwacha) which included building rental, generator fuel, 
refreshments (coke and cookies) and noon meal (these are expected at any Malawian meeting), training 
materials, a pen and writing pad for each teacher for note-taking. 

Uchindami kwa Chiuta – Glory to God 
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Pentecost Special Offering 2022 

 Once again, we are celebrating Pentecost, the birth of the Church, by taking an offering to help other people 
celebrate the birth in ways that Christ would approve.  This is the second of the four national Presbyterian 
Church (PCUSA) special offerings taken each year. Unlike two of the other three special offerings where 1/4 of 
the offering stays with the local congregation, 40% stays with us for our use to support local entities while 
60% goes for national causes.  This year, the local non-profit that Mission and Outreach Committee has 
chosen to send our 40% to EVICS (Estes Valley Investment in Childhood Success) Family Resource Center. 

 EVICS Family Resource Center 

 From diapers to helping a family start a business to ensure their future and the future of their children, the 
expanded services of EVICS seeks to help put families on their feet and to allow them to become a healthy and 
contributing member of the Estes Park community.  It is the fruition of the dreams of  former Executive 
Director Nancy Almond, member of PCCR (now retired). Housed in a conveniently located, warm, friendly and 
sunny office, it is a “happy, busy place" to be and to visit.   

 Among the services provided on site are a closet full of diapers for those who are in need of that commodity, 
screenings for children ages 1 month to 6 years, and family advocates who help a family assess the needs of 
the entire family and work with family members and other entities to meet those needs.  

 The center has partnered with many other community entities such as Crossroads for food needs, the Library 
and McDonald Bookstore for story time, the school district for scholarships, the Town Board for family- 
oriented changes and additions to benefit  a family's lives in the community, and many others including PCCR.  
PCCR allows the use of their basement for twice-a-week ESL (English as a Second Language) classes in our 
lower level.   

 They also make referrals to meet other needs that might be present with the families that EVICS cannot 
supply itself.  It might even include using the natural skills and expertise of the clients. This often translates 
into help setting up a business, such as home childcare to a sewing and clothing design.  EVICS has now 
evolved into a whole family-oriented agency, not just a child-centered one.  With the help of EVICS, these 
families will be a great asset to our community, pulling their weight and contributing.  The children of these 
families will lead a productive life in their own right and so on into the next generations. 

 I will close with a quote from our own Jan Boatman, President of the Board of Directors of EVICS.  
 "It takes a village to successfully raise a child, and in the Estes Valley EVICS Family Resource Center is an 

integral part of the village.  I spent my career in the area of Early Childhood Education and know the 
importance of children having a good early start of nutrition, stimulation, education, and love.  In order 
for the children to have these things they need to have an environment where their caregivers have 
resources and support.  I have been involved with EVICS FRC because I want to be a part of an 
organization that truly supports the whole family and therefore gives the children the best chance to grow 
into healthy, happy, successful adults."   Jan Boatman, President EVICS FRC Board of Directors 

 PCUSA 

 National Church, from their portion, 25% of the offering goes to support Young Adult Volunteers (YAV), serving 
in communities around the world, and growing as leaders transformative Christian service.  Many of these 
young people go on to seminary and become Presbyterian pastors and serve the church all the rest of their 
working lives because of this experience.  We have had the services of some of these young pastors in our 
Presbytery. 

 Another 25% of the national share supports Ministries with Youth to guide our young people by uniting them 
in Christ and lifting them up as leaders and messengers of God's work in their own right. 

 The final 10% if the National Church's share is devoted to children at-risk to improve education and provide safe 
havens for those who need them. You can read about these in the bulletin inserts on the Sundays leading up to 
Pentecost.   Click here to donate by credit card through our website. 

https://pccrusa.org/contribute/contribute-to-the-church/
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The maize crop in a classroom 

2022 PCCR Committees  

 Building and Grounds:  Meets 2nd Tuesday monthly at 10:00 am 

 Jim Nussbaumer*, Michael Moon, Dennis Jacobs, Dot Rohrbaugh, Bill Solms  
 Staff Support: Pastor Chris Davis  
  

 The Building and Grounds Committee is responsible for all aspects of our property maintenance.  This includes 

the building inside and out as well as all aspects of our ground.  Grounds includes the parking lot and lighting, 

physical landscaping, and irrigation.  Building aspects include electrical, network, sound system, plumbing, 

painting, appliances, air conditioning and heating, utilities and insurance. 
 

 Columbarium Committee:  Meets 3rd Thursday monthly at 3:00 pm 

 Bill Smith*, Jan Boatman, Wes Te Winkle, Verlene Thorp 
  

 The Columbarium Committee is appointed by Session. The committee oversees maintenance and operation of 

the grounds and equipment and ordering nameplates, urns, and engraving. The Columbarium is for the 

inurnment of cremated remains of members of PCCR.  Use by others is allowed by recommendation of the 

committee and approval by Session.  The Columbarium is financially secure and is sustained by sales income; 

no income comes from the Church budget.  
  

 Communications Committee:  Meets 2nd Monday quarterly (March, June, Sept., Dec.) at 11:00 am 

 Peter Plaut*, Mike Warren, Jeff Lindberg  Staff Support:  Terry Brigham 
  

 The Communications Committee manages the church website (pccrusa.org), providing current information 

about church activities, including posting the weekly bulletin.  The committee oversees the production of the 

monthly newsletter, the picture directory, and newspaper and visitor center advertising.   A small weekly 

advertisement about PCCR is published in the Estes Park News, a tri-fold brochure is available at the visitor 

center, and a welcome booklet is in the church narthex—all of which provide information to visitors, 

newcomers, and the community about special events, church worship, and programs offered. 
  

 Finance Committee:  Meets 2nd Monday monthly at 9:00 am 

 Bob Holcomb*, Jack Boatman, Jay Harroff, Michael Moon, Ginny Page, Mike Warren  
 Staff Support: Pastor Chris Davis, Carolyn Hull 
  

 The Finance Committee is charged with the accounting, budgeting, revenue, and expense control of the 

church. This committee proposes to the Session budget and stewardship programs that will maximize the 

value of the various income sources. On a monthly and annual basis, this committee provides a financial 

condition report to both the Session and the congregation.  

 

 Foundation:  Meets 2nd Thursday quarterly (January, April, July, October) at 1:00 pm 

 Mike Warren*, Barb Cole, Susan Landers, Dan Scace, Stan Schaffer, Audrey TeSelle 
Staff Support: Pastor Chris Davis, Carolyn Hull 

  

 The Foundation was formed to carry out the purposes of the Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies.  

Foundation Funds may be used for any legitimate church purpose, except operational budget expenses or 

expenditures which would reduce the Foundation’s permanent endowment.  Foundation funds are separate 

from the church operations budget and are professionally managed by the First National Bank of Omaha. The 

Foundation Board meets with the First National Bank of Omaha on a quarterly basis to review investment 

results. 
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 Membership and Hospitality:  Meets last Monday monthly at 9:00 am 

 Carolyn Kramer*, Randy Brigham*, Kelley Anderson, Lois Ellingwood, Amy Fox, Anne Jacobs, Kathye 
Osborne, Diane Palmer, Diane Scruton, Kathy Sherrod, Grace Stephen, Audrey TeSelle, Carol Whiteneck 

 Staff Support: Pastor Chris Davis 
  

 The Membership and Hospitality Committee designs and sets up church activities, bringing fun and fellowship 

to our church family.  From Pie Socials to Harvest Festivals and from All-Church Picnics to Palm Sunday 

Brunches, committee members work hard to plan and carry out events. The committee is in charge of 

promoting new membership and welcoming visitors and guests.     
 

 Mission and Outreach:  Meets 2nd Thursday monthly at 9:00 am 

 Lisa Plaut*, Karen Daugherty, Betty Meyer, Carol Nussbaumer, Pat Waltermire, Evelyn Wilson,  

 Dave Thomas 

 Staff Support: Pastor Chris Davis 
  

 The purpose of the Mission and Outreach Committee is “to inform, involve, and excite the congregation about 

mission.” Internationally the committee supports two co-mission teams in Africa and Peru. With our giving to 

the PC/USA Special Offerings we support a broad range of projects, and in the Estes Valley we work with local 

agencies to care for our neighbors. The congregation is involved with hands-on projects and educational 

sessions.  
  

 Personnel Committee:  Meets 2nd Tuesday monthly at 12:30 pm 

 Jan Boatman*, Barb Cole, Jim Jonell, Robert Sherrod, Pat Waltermire 
 Staff Support: Pastor Chris Davis 
  

 The Personnel Committee works with the Pastor, who is the Head of Staff, on personnel matters including 

hiring, job descriptions, annual reviews, and budget recommendations.  The committee prepares the Annual 

Terms of Call for the Pastor, which is approved by the congregation, and also prepares and maintains church 

policies pertaining to personnel matters. 
  

 Worship and Music Committee:  Meets as needed 

 Stan Osborne*, Joan Buhlmann, Kent Dannon, Dave Evans, Kent Meyer, Mark Richards, Dot Rohrbaugh 

 Staff Support: Pastor Chris Davis, Rich Dixon, Patti Dolezal, Larry Gillum 
  

 The Worship and Music Committee is an advisory committee to the Session and the pastoral and music staff.  

In the past year, we have reviewed policies concerning special services and the church’s musical instruments 

and made recommendations to the Session.  We also review ongoing worship concerns such as the sanctuary 

sound system and ushers. 
  

 *Committee Chair 

Spring Clean-up Day — Saturday, June 4 

As always, there is a lot of yard work to do around the church. 
Come join us on Saturday, June 4 from 8:00 to noon   

for general pine needle clean-up and trimming. 
Bring rakes, shovels, and wheelbarrows if you have them.   

We can also use pickups to carry debris to the sort yard or transfer station. 

      We will have donuts!   
 

Contact Jim Nussbaumer if you have questions, 970-443-8875 or jim@nussbaumers.net 
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May Day Brunch 

Sunday, May 1, 2022 
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Session Highlights  ~  May 2022 

 Session approved the Sacrament of Baptism for Harper Alexander, daughter of Adam and Mallory 

Alexander, and Elle Hull, daughter of Rhett and Ann Hull. The girls will be baptized on Sunday, June 12, 2022. 

 Session approved the Mission Study Report.  

 Session approved the PCCR Whistleblower Protection Policy as presented by the Personnel Committee. 

 Pastor Chris completed Week II of Interim Pastor Training which was held on April 25 – 29. 

Deacon Highlights  ~  May 2022 

 The May Deacons meeting was held on May 10 in person and on Zoom with Sharyn Gartner 
chairing the meeting. 

 Robert Sherrod led devotions. 

 Financials were reviewed. 

 Cards of care, appreciation, and condolences were sent. 

 Plans were finalized for serving Walt Richards' memorial reception. 

 Joan Shoemaker's memorial reception will be held Saturday, June 18 with Deacons serving. 

 Deacons were thanked for serving Fellowship Hour. 

 The next meeting will be held in person on June 14 with Mimi Hardendorf providing devotions. 

  The Adult Bible Study group is enjoying “Listening to the Land of the Bible” 
presented on video by Dr. Cyndi Parker.  Dr. Parker takes us on a journey through 
the Bible with map in hand as we discover how knowing where   biblical events 
occurred can make a difference “between us understanding    the deeper message 
of the Bible and missing the bigger picture.” 

 Because each session stands alone, feel free to join us in the lounge at 8:30 each 
Sunday morning or drop in when you can.  We finish in time for bell ringers and choir singers to go to 
rehearsal.  For more information, contact Carol Nussbaumer 586-2437 or carol@nussbaumers.net 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 

Sanctuary Flowers for Worship 
 If you would like to provide flowers for Sunday 
worship in honor or in memory of someone 
special, or to commemorate a special event or 
occasion, you may do so by calling Terry at the 
church office, or emailing office@pccrusa.org.  
Sign up for the Sunday(s) you would like, specify 
the wording for the bulletin announcement, and 
notify the church office at least a week before.  
Flowers may be ordered and purchased from 
The Enchanted Florist, 176 S. St. Vrain Avenue, 
by calling 586-2663.  They will deliver your 
flowers to the sanctuary on the Saturday before 
the service.  Or you may bring your own flowers 
the morning of worship. 
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Financial Information April 2022 
 

  April   Year to Date Year to Date—Budget  

 Total Revenues $20,705 $104,834 $122,027 

 Total Expenses $30,392 $125,471 $141,712 

 Net Total -$9,687 -$20,637 -$19,685 

 

Journeys 
 Journeys meets each Sunday morning via Zoom.    All are welcome. 

 We will begin the month with one of our most popular programs.  Two class members will share their personal 
faith journeys with us.  Then we will spend two weeks looking at the Orthodox faith.  The conflict between the 
Russian Orthodox Church and the Orthodox churches in the Ukraine preceded the Russian invasion and is one of 
the reasons the Russian people support the invasion. 

 Since all of the Journeys meetings have been via Zoom, we are looking forward to an in-person social gathering on 
June 26.  We will meet at noon for a potluck luncheon. 

 The schedule is: 

 June 5 Personal Faith Journeys 
 June 12 Introduction to the Orthodox faith 
 June 19 Orthodox faith – Icons and Salvation as a process 
 June 26 Potluck Luncheon Social 

 You can use the link below to join the meeting.  The Zoom session opens at 8:15 each Sunday, with the program 
starting promptly at 8:30.  We adjourn at 9:45. 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09 
Meeting ID: 845 741 2756 and Passcode: 80517 (only if necessary) 

  

                    Jubilee Weekend April 22-24, 2022 
 

 What a wonderful weekend we had!  Twenty-six Pilgrims from 4 states and 
 14 different churches found belonging in the body of Christ at CO 
 Presbyterian Pilgrimage #32 – Jubilee.  The snowy spring weather did not 
 hinder us at all as we worshipped, sang, prayed, and laughed while cozy 
 inside Highlands Presbyterian Camp and 
 Retreat Center.   

 

 We had such a good time that we reserved the same 
weekend  (4th weekend in April) for next year at Highlands.   

 Keep an eye out for information about that, as well as a  
 summer get-together coming up soon. 

   ~ Kent and Betty Meyer  
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09
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You are invited to help Don Gallup celebrate 

his 100th birthday! 
 

The family plans to host an open house birthday party for Don 

    on Sunday, June 5 from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  

                                           in the main dining room at Good Samaritan Village.   

 Don would like to invite fellow church members to attend.  

 Don and Margaret Gallup have been long-time members of Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies.  

Don turns 100 on June 7, but we hope you can join him at his party on June 5!   

 You may send Don a card at: 1902 Ptarmigan Trail, Unit 1, Estes Park, CO 80517 

All-Church Picnic on Sunday, July 10, 2022 
 Lake Estes Marina Shelter (immediately following worship service) 

 

Mark your calendars!   
 

As is traditional, the Membership and Hospitality Committee will provide hotdogs from the “Y,”  
buns, condiments, paper goods, lemonade, and water.   

Committee members will serve the potluck dishes, cafeteria-style.   

Bring a potluck dish to share using the suggested list below:   
 

 A    through   H   Salads 
 I      through   N   Baked beans or other vegetable dishes 
 O    through   S   Desserts 
 T     through   Z   Miscellaneous (chips, etc.) 

     

Estes Valley Chamber Singers 

Spring Concert 

Sunday afternoon  

May 22, 2022 


