
   

December 2021 Newsletter 
Estes Park’s historic mainline Protestant congregation founded in 1907. 
 

Core Value:  The Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies is a 
Sacred Community formed around Jesus the Christ where we experience 
God’s presence in our lives and service together. Volume 9, Number 12 

Blue Christmas Service 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 5:00 pm 

As the Christmas season approaches, we are reminded daily of the joy of the season through music, 

decorations, and TV commercials. Yet during this season of joy, there are many people who struggle to 

either maintain a façade of seasonal joy or retreat from the world. With so much turmoil and unknowns 

in our lives many are stressed. Joy for some is lost, is buried in feelings of sadness, aloneness, and grief. 

Our Blue Christmas Service is a time to acknowledge that Christmas isn’t always festive and joyful for 

some. Our worship and reflection are centered around the lighting of the Advent candles with a slightly 

different focus. This is a time that we gather in worship, and be present with each other and the Holy. 

It’s a time to share our love and support for one another. It’s a time to surround ourselves with our 

sisters and brothers. 

Loss comes in many forms.  If you are experiencing grief from the 

loss of a loved one, a job, a hope or a dream, or are struggling with 

all the mayhem that is happening in our lives and the world, or 

maybe you just have the Christmas doldrums, this service is 

designed for you. It is a meaningful and beautiful reminder that we 

are not alone.   

This year we are happy to have clergy from local congregations 

assisting as worship leaders. If you know someone who might find 

this service meaningful, please extend a special invitation. 
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PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  Monday 
through Thursday, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm; closed Fridays 

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Church Website:  pccrusa.org 

Church Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Chris Davis,  
414-690-4488, pastor@pccrusa.org 

Handbell Director:  Patti Dolezal, 
music@pccrusa.org 
 

Choir Director:  Rich Dixon 

Organist:  Larry Gillum 

Finance:  Carolyn Hull, 
finance@pccrusa.org 
 

Office Administrator:   
Terry Brigham, office@pccrusa.org 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter—whether it be your 
service in this church or providing a 
written article or photo.   

We appreciate your input! 

The January Newsletter deadline is 
Tuesday, December 21.  Please 
send your pictures and stories to 
Terry Brigham at: 
office@pccrusa.org       Thanks! 

©
Contents copyright by the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the 
Rockies 2015-2021 and may not be used 
for any commercial purpose without 
written permission from PCCR. 

Worship Schedule  

 Worship in the Sanctuary: 
 December 5 — 10:00 am, Communion, Congregational Meeting 
  Advent Candlelighters: Bruce and Lois Ellingwood 
 December 12 — 10:00 am 
  Advent Candlelighters: Mitch and Bev Mitchell 
 December 19 —10:00 am 
  Advent Candlelighters: Pat Waltermire and Verlene Thorp 
 December 21 — 5:00 pm, Blue Christmas Service 
 December 24 — 5:00 pm, Christmas Eve Service 
 December 26 — 10:00 am 
    

  The Rev. Chris Davis, pastor        Patti Dolezal, liturgist 
                  Larry Gillum, organist 
 Virtual Worship:  
 View through Livestream service on our website: 

Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page. 
The livestream player is to the right, below the opening pictures. 
The player will automatically start when the service begins. 

Sunday Bulletin:  The current worship bulletin appears directly 
below the livestream and video recordings box.  Simply click on 
“View Bulletin”. 

 Join Zoom online:  https://zoom.us/j/86165181814 
  Meeting ID: 861 6518 1814  Password: 80517 
  Or call in by telephone:    1-346-248-7799    

Paper copies of the newsletter 
are available in the narthex. 

 Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Friday, December 24 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

 Please join us on Christmas 

Eve for a special Lessons 

and Carols worship service 

as we celebrate the miracle 

of Christ’s birth.    

 A Cookies and Cocoa 

reception will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall following 

the worship service.  

https://pccrusa.org/
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 December 2021 

 Message from Pastor Chris Davis . . . 

 I want to share a story I found while researching a recent sermon. 
Even though the story did not make the “final cut” for the sermon,  

 I believe its message, especially as we enter the season of Advent, is 
an important one. 

 It comes from Sydney Harris, the late journalist who for years wrote a 
syndicated column, “Strictly Personal.” In one particular column 
Harris tells the experience of joining a Quaker friend on the ordinary 
errand of buying a newspaper. The two of them went one evening to 
a newsstand, picked out their reading material, paid the gruff vendor, 
and thanked him politely. The vendor said nothing in return, not even 
a word of acknowledgement. Harris remarked to his friend how sour 
the man was. His friend shrugged his shoulders and said, “Oh, he’s 
like that every night.”  “Then why do you continue to be so polite to 
him?” Harris’ friend answered back, “Why should I let him decide 
how I am going to act?” 

 At the end of the column Harris wrote, “My friend acts towards people; most of us react toward them.” How 
true this is during the four weeks of the Advent season. Many of us are in a constant mode of reaction. We 
react to shopping lists (and other shoppers), family demands, holiday schedules of both work and kids; and 
many of us react to the painful memories of Christmas Pasts and the loved ones who are no longer here to 
celebrate this special time with us. My prayer for all of us this Advent season is that amidst the holiday 
busyness we are able to quiet our lives where they need to be quieted and awaken our lives where they need 
to come alive so that we may be active participants in welcoming the Christ child this Advent season. 

 To begin this journey, I share with you an Advent devotion from one of my favorite authors, Ann Weems.  

“In Search of Our Kneeling Places,” by Ann Weems: 

In each heart lies a Bethlehem, an inn where we must ultimately answer whether there is room or not.  

When we are Bethlehem-bound we experience our own advent in his. When we are Bethlehem-bound we can no 

longer look the other way conveniently not seeing stars not hearing angels voices.  

We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily tending our sheep or our kingdom. 

This Advent let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that the Lord has made known to us. In the midst of 

shopping sprees let’s ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. Through the tinsel let’s look for the gold of the 

Christmas Star. In the excitement and confusion, in the merry chaos, let’s listen for the brush of angels’ wings. 

This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem and find our kneeling places. 

 In Christ’s Faithful Service, 

 Pastor Chris 
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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING   

December 2021 

It's Christmas time again!  Time for exchanging Christmas greetings and perhaps gifts 

with family members and friends, and even with just acquaintances and even 

strangers sometimes. A time of warm feelings and generosity.  We try to find just the 

right gift for our loved ones,  and send cards and greetings to old friends.  All in 

celebration of the great gift God gave us over two thousand years ago, his only Son to 

be our Savior.  We sing and enjoy the beautiful Christmas carols, even though we may 

not sing well (or at all) for that matter, and no one minds our attempts.   

If you are of an age that this writer is, you have the feeling that you definitely don't 

need more "things" and attempt to do likewise in giving gifts—not of things but of 

some other value to grown grandchildren, things that mean something to you.  I am 

going to suggest that you may wish to give a gift of sharing to some person in our 

broader faith community that can mean far more to them than something material.  The Christmas Joy 

Offering gives you this opportunity and expresses your Christian love and concern, not for a family member 

or friend, but for a fellow Christian who badly needs and will appreciate your gift.  The two groups of people 

that are the recipients of our gifts in the Christmas Joy Offering are leaders of our church—past, present, and 

future.  Split 50% and 50% between retired church workers and their families with critical financial needs and 

aid to students at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 

 Let me tell you of two such persons.  "Rev. Meg Shoeman's career has a long Journey. Receiving her M. Div. 

(Master of Divinity) in 2007 but not seeking ordination because of the ban on gays and lesbians, she worked 

in an animal shelter until being ordained in 2018 to the Children's Hospital of Alabama.  A year later, she left 

this call and worked on a PNR basis as a chaplain at Hershey Medical Center, part-time at a coffee shop, and 

also in a temporary pastoral position at the Market Square Presbyterian Church in Pennsylvania.  When 

COVID shut the coffee shop down she lost critical income.  Thankfully, an Emergency Grant assistance grant 

from the Board of Pensions brought her both stability and peace of mind in a difficult time."* 

 "Because of the ongoing violence against young girls that terrorized their 

community (in Mexico), Sarah Valenatina Hernandez Solache's  parents 

decided to send her, like her older sister before her, to pursue a safer life and 

a good education at the Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville, Texas. 

Thanks to scholarships funded in part by the Christmas Joy Offering the 

experience was transformative.  Both are graduates, with Sarah now a pre-

med student and her sister a Houston-based architect.  ‘Coming to Pan Am 

and to this Christian community is where I actually found myself and my faith, 

and where I knew that I loved God,’ Sarah said.  ‘I found my blessing here.’"*    

 The Christmas Joy offering is made during Advent. Please contribute as you 

are able. Envelopes will be available in the pews, and you can conveniently 

contribute on line through our church website by clicking here and making a 

one-time donation to the church, earmarked for the Christmas Joy Offering. 

                      *taken from the PCUSA website. 

https://pccrusa.org/contribute/contribute-to-the-church/
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No Donations Needed! 

How often have you heard this from the Mission Committee: “Thanks, but we don’t need any donations for 

this project.”?  This month, we are instead thanking you -- and praising God – that we have funds available to 

provide Christmas dinner to some of Malawi’s very poorest of the poor. In past years we have asked for help 

providing this dinner, which also includes as a gift a precious bar of soap.  

But PCCR members were so very generous last summer in gifts to the Blanket Fund that we 

were able to provide 142 blankets as requested plus put aside $362 for the same group’s 

Christmas dinner. This will provide a meal of meat, greens, beans, potatoes, and stewed 

tomatoes plus a bar of soap.  Such riches can barely be imagined! Thank you so much for 

your generous giving! 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 

Rev. Bruce Brackman,  
guest preacher 

Carol Nussbaumer, Liturgist 

June Gamet, Organist 

Stan and Kathye Osborne,  
Special Music 

 “For the past 35+ years, caring 

ministry has been a hallmark 

of our Christian faith community. 

It is at the heart of all 

we do.  

Let us know if we can 

be of help."  

 

Your PCCR Stephen Ministers 

 Adult Bible Study class meets at 8:30 a.m. on 
Sundays in the Lounge.  Classes are taken from 
the Israel Bible Study Center courses, which aim 
to explain some Jewish “roots” in a Christian 
context.  We are discovering that we are more 
alike than different!   

 Each class stands alone, so you are welcome to drop in when you 
can.  To quote Pete Vanderveen, “People who don’t come to this class 
don’t know what they’re missing!”  Don’t miss any more – join us on 
this journey of discovery. 

 For more information, contact Carol Nussbaumer at 586-2437. 

 Note: There will be no class on December 26 or January 2! 
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The maize crop in a classroom First Sunday  of Advent 
November 28, 2021 

Lighting the 
Advent 
Candle: 

Kent and Betty 
Meyer 
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A Moment of 

Gratitude 

 

Grace Stephen, 
Membership and 

Hospitality 
Committee 

 
Dot Rohrbaugh, 

Worship and Music 
Committee 

Producing the Livestream worship service, which 
is available on our church website each Sunday: 

Michael Moon and Jim Nussbaumer 

Photos credit:  Peter Plaut 
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What My Grandmothers Taught Me  

PW Circle Meeting & Bible Study – December 20 

Presbyterian Women will study the story of Ruth in their next two lessons (December and January) 

from our Horizons Bible Study.  Lesson 4, on December 20, will be led by Betty Meyer and starts on 

Page 37 of our study book, What My Grandmothers Taught Me. In this lesson we will look at the 

first half of Ruth’s story and hear about loss and famine (Ruth 1-2).  Ruth, who is from a despised foreign group, 

and Naomi, her mother-in-law, show how ordinary people can bring about divine outcomes when they treat each 

other with loyal love.   

 Join us for what promises to be a very interesting 

discussion.  We will meet on Zoom in December.  The 

lesson will begin at 12 noon, but you are welcome to join 

the Zoom session at 11:30 for a chat with other 

members of the group before the lesson begins.  

Instructions for joining Zoom   

 If you would like a study book or have a question about 

joining via Zoom feel free to contact Karen Daugherty 

(312-810-3671 or jk@daughertys.us).     

PW December Circle Meeting  

Monday, December 20, 2021 

Gather at 11:30 am; Lesson at 12:00 noon 

 Join Zoom Meeting:   

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634 

 Meeting ID: 935 2028 0634       Passcode: 80517 

 Or Dial by telephone:  1-346-248-7799    

 PW meets on 3rd Monday monthly. 

Thank Offering and Year-end Giving for PW 

 Presbyterian Women would like to thank the congregation for their wonderful support of the Thank 

Offering, collected on November 14.  We enjoyed having Reverend Denise Pass bring us her inspiring 

message.   

 If you were unable to participate in the service, you can still contribute to the offering by writing a check to 

“PW of PCCR” and marking it for Thank Offering or by going online and making a one-time donation, 

indicating it is for the Thank Offering.   

 Because of the generosity of our congregation, women and children both in the United States and 

internationally will receive the care, support, and sustenance they need to move forward with their lives.   

Thank you to the team of volunteers who so 

willingly and beautifully decorated our church for 

the Christmas season:  Rich and Brenda Dixon, 

Brad and Kelley Anderson, Jack and Jan Boatman, 

Kent and Betty Meyer.  Also a special thanks to 

Patti Dolezal, who takes the time to drive out of 

town to purchase all the poinsettias ordered by 

church members so our Sanctuary will be filled 

with flowers. 

We are grateful to each of you.  May we all enjoy 

the spirit of Christmas as we worship together 

this blessed season! 

mailto:jk@daughertys.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634
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Session Highlights  ~  November 2021 

 Scheduled the Blue Christmas service for Tuesday, December 21 at 5:00 p.m. 

 Scheduled New Officer Training for Friday, December 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 Heard from Deacons that they will have a new chairperson by the first of the year. 

 Received the Health Advisory Committee recommendations for managing Covid-19 regulations.  Larimer 
County cases continue to rise, and are now 1134.  PCCR members are urged to continue taking all precautions. 

 Approved the Amended and Restated Bylaws for presentation to the congregation for a vote at the 
December 5, 2021 congregational meeting.   

 Noted that the ongoing pledge campaign is running behind expectations and members are urged to consider 
increasing their pledges. 

 Received the new contract with the American Red Cross, which designates PCCR as a secondary shelter for use 
in an emergency.  

 Approved the second year contract for Interim Pastor Chris Davis. 

Deacon Highlights  ~  November 2021 

 Co-moderator Verlene Thorp opened the meeting. 

 Joan Buhlmann read a devotion by Thomas Keating entitled “Divine Love.” 

 The 2022 budget was reviewed.  Line amounts were the same as the previous year with the exception of an 
additional amount for the individual elements used for communion. 

 Cards will be sent to those members facing challenges in their lives.   

 The Sunshine Committee took 2 meals to a family in the past month. One Be Better Basket was also delivered. 

 Verlene reported on the reception for Susie Manhoff on October 31.  Light refreshments were served to about 
50 people. 

 Individual elements will continue to be used for communion.  Judy Portman will provide the bread and juice 
for the communion table. 

 Cards for six college students were signed.  They were sent a gift card to be used as they wish. 

 Pastor Chris reported that a joint meeting between the Deacons and the Session will be planned. 

 Special memories of Susie Manhoff were shared.  Susie served on the Deacons for two years cheerfully 
fulfilling  the duties of a Deacon.  Her smile welcomed all who knew her.  She will be missed. 

 Verlene gave a prayer as a benediction. 
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Financial Information October 2021 

Thank you to our PCCR congregation for support for 
the mission and ministry of our church. 

 

  October January to October Year to Date—Budget  

 Total Revenues $20,133 $346,828 $310,636 

 Total Expenses $28,111 $316,949 $344,079 

 Net Total -$7,978 $29,879 -$33,443 

 Revenues include SBA PPP Forgiveness $49,585  
 

Journeys 
 Journeys is offering two educational programs on issues that have shaken the community of Estes Park: suicide 

and domestic violence.  We are fortunate to have someone with extensive experience in dealing with social and 
individual trauma helping us understand and prevent these unfortunate social issues.  Mary Mesropian served as 
the executive director of Estes Valley Crisis Advocates for 17 years.  Mary is also an ordained minister.  The first 
program “Crisis Response to Suicide” was given on November 21.  If you missed it, look for the recorded video on 
the church’s website. 

 

 The schedule for December is: 
 December 5 Violence in the Family by Mary Mesropian 
 December 12 Robin DiAngelo & Resmaa Menakem - Towards a Framework for Repair of Racial Tensions 
 December 19 Gratitude 
 December 26 No class 

 Journeys will be meeting each Sunday morning via Zoom.  You can use the link below to join the meeting.  The 
Zoom session opens at 8:15 each Sunday, with the program starting promptly at 8:30.  The class adjourns at 9:45.  
All are welcome. 

 The Zoom link is: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09 

Meeting ID: 845 741 2756 and Passcode: 80517 (only if necessary) 

  December Darkness 

 In December Darkness the whole world waits for a glimpse of the Light of 

God. Even those who snarl “Humbug!” and chase away the carolers have 

been seen looking toward the skies. The one who declared he never would 

forgive has forgiven, and those who left home have returned, and even 

wars are halted, if briefly, as the whole world looks starward. In the 

December darkness we peer from our windows watching for an angel with 

rainbow wings to announce the Hope of the World. 

   ~ Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09
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Back Pew Creations 

Who would have dreamed a year ago that we would still be making schedule changes 

because of Covid?  We were excited about the action and interaction of a corny 

melodrama.  We have an amazing script inspired by Rich Mitchell and written by Nancy 

Pickering Thomas.  Christann Hegley and Barb Cole agreed to be co-directors, and 

committed people are excited about working on and off stage.   

 The missing feature of a successful melodrama is the interaction of the audience.  The numbers of  Covid cases 

and variants in Larimer County at this point are peaking, putting risks factors higher daily.  We have less than 

two months before rehearsals would start.  Wearing masks on stage and in the audience does not allow for 

the interaction.  Don’t forget the popcorn.   

 Because we do not want to be a “super spreader” and we want to have all the features that make our 

productions successful, we are postponing (not canceling) the melodrama until fall, 2022, starting with 

auditions on September 6.  Productions are on the calendar for October 18 (dress rehearsal), 21, 22, 28, 29, 

and 30.       

 For God so loved the world…      

 In worship we have been reciting excerpts from The Confession of 1967, including 
this statement:  The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses 
that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the 
purpose of his love. 

 The Purpose Statement of Colorado Presbyterian Pilgrimage begins with these 
words: 

 Pilgrimage provides a protective, supportive, loving, and accepting environment 
where God can reveal to participants…God’s amazing grace and extravagant love. 

 The purpose of Presbyterian Pilgrimage is to transform each Pilgrim through the power of love so that they will 
then transform the world around them.  

Colorado’s next weekend will be April 21 – 24, 2022.  Save the dates! 

  

 Thank you to everyone who donated plastic grocery bags  

  to the Community Corner Cafe.  

 We will continue to receive your grocery bags through the month of 

December as well. The bags are used to carry To-Go meals. Please place 

your grocery bags in the grocery cart located in the Narthex. 


