
   

November 2021 Newsletter 
Estes Park’s historic mainline Protestant congregation founded in 1907. 
 

Core Value:  The Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies is a 
Sacred Community formed around Jesus the Christ where we experience 
God’s presence in our lives and service together. Volume 9, Number 11 

 

Miniature Golf Fundraiser  

 After missing the 2020 event due to the COVID pandemic, the Mission and Outreach Committee of 
Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies (PCCR) held its miniature golf fundraiser on Sunday, 
September 12, at the Cascade Creek course at Ride-A-Kart, at the corner of US 34 and Mall Road.  Thirty 
putters played in the 18-hole “best-ball scramble” while many other non-players contributed financially, 
all in support of two mission co-worker couples who serve in PC(USA) World Mission.  The event raised 
$1,840.00, which will be divided equally between two PC(USA) mission co-worker couples: Luta and Rev. 
Jeremy Garbat-Welch, serving in Africa; and Chenoa Stock and her husband, José Luis Claure, serving in 
Peru. 

 The winning team, with a score of 31 strokes, was comprised of Carolyn and Art Kramer, and Barb and 
Chuck Slicker.  Each member of the winning team received a $20 gift card from Ed’s Cantina. 

 The second-place team included Nancy and Bill Almond, and Lauri and Bo Winslow.  Each player in that 
foursome received a $15 gift certificate from Poppy’s Grill & Mama Rose’s. 

 Bars of artisanal soap, donated by Lisa and Peter Plaut, were given to the last-place team made up of Jane 
Verm, Verlene Thorp, Wes TeWinkle, and Ivan Wilkinson, with tongue-in-cheek encouragement to “clean 
up their act.” 

 The mini-golf outing was organized and coordinated by Dave 
and Sue Thomas, former Presbyterian Church (USA) mission co-
workers, who returned to their Estes Park home in 2013 after 
serving with PC(USA) in México for more than eleven years. 

 Special thanks to: 
• the Mission & Outreach Committee and the PCCR Session for 

their support 
• All the non-playing contributors 
• Ed’s Cantina for $20 gift cards for the winning team;  
 Poppy’s & Mama Rose’s for $15 gift certificates for the second-

place team; Lisa & Peter Plaut for artisanal soaps; Ride-A-Kart 
for complimentary use of the Cascade Creek course      

• Rev. Chris Davis, Terry Brigham, and Carolyn Hull of PCCR 

Winning team in PCCR’s miniature golf 
outing held on Sunday, September 12, 
at the Cascade Creek course.  L to R:   
Art Kramer, Chuck Slicker, Barb Slicker 
(putting), and Carolyn Kramer. 

(See more photos on page 12…) 
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PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  Monday 
through Thursday, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm; closed Fridays 

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Church Website:  pccrusa.org 

Church Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Chris Davis,  
414-690-4488, pastor@pccrusa.org 

Handbell Director:  Patti Dolezal, 
music@pccrusa.org 
 

Choir Director:  Rich Dixon 

Organist:  Larry Gillum 

Finance:  Carolyn Hull, 
finance@pccrusa.org 
 

Office Administrator:   
Terry Brigham, office@pccrusa.org 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter—whether it be your 
service in this church or providing a 
written article or photo.   

We appreciate your input! 

The December Newsletter 
deadline is Tuesday, November 16.  
Please send your pictures and 
stories to Terry Brigham at: 
office@pccrusa.org       Thanks! 

©
Contents copyright by the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the 
Rockies 2015-2021 and may not be used 
for any commercial purpose without 
written permission from PCCR. 

Worship Schedule  

 Worship in the Sanctuary: 
 November 7 — 10:00 am, Communion,  
             Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 November 14 — 10:00 am, PW Thank Offering,  
    Rev. Denise Pass, preaching 
 November 21 —10:00 am 
 November 28 — 10:00 am 
    

  The Rev. Chris Davis, pastor        Patti Dolezal, liturgist 
                  Larry Gillum, organist 
 Virtual Worship:  
 View through Livestream service on our website: 

Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page. 
The livestream player is to the right, below the opening pictures. 
The player will automatically start when the service begins. 

Sunday Bulletin:  The current worship bulletin appears directly 
below the livestream and video recordings box.  Simply click on 
“View Bulletin”. 

 Join Zoom online:  https://zoom.us/j/86165181814 
  Meeting ID: 861 6518 1814  Password: 80517 
  Or call in by telephone:    1-346-248-7799    

Paper copies of the newsletter 
are available in the narthex. 

Save the Dates! 
Colorado Presbyterian Pilgrimage is part of a 
national Presbyterian program featuring weekend 
retreats for spiritual renewal and community 
support of Christians living out their faith.  A 
Pilgrimage weekend is an immersive experience in 
the love of God and a community of people living in that love. 

Colorado’s next weekend will be April 21 – 24, 2022.  Save the dates! 

                Note from the Mitchell’s 
Our 13-plus years as part of the Estes Park community was a 
experience that touched us in many ways. But by far the 
experience that shaped us the most and brought us 

unprecedented joy was the privilege of being a part of Back Pew Creations 
and taking part in the melodramas. That experience truly defined our time 
there and created the lasting memories that we will cherish forever. The 
melodramas taught us that it's ok to laugh even when nothing is funny and 
makes no sense. 

 We are grateful for the farewell party and the opportunity to laugh together 
one last time. As the great theater quote goes, "All the world's a stage — so 
get on it and head out of town."  That we did with a great send-off from our 
Back Pew Creations family.  We are slowly trying to adapt to this new culture 
where the highest hill is 1000 feet above sea level and no one understands 
why we eat popcorn off the floor. I'm slowly getting used to the fact that no 
one boos when I enter a room.  Blessings to you all. 

    ~ Rich and Kay Mitchell 

https://pccrusa.org/
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 November 2021 

 Message from Pastor Chris Davis . . . 

 Several years ago, as a professor of Christian Education at Columbia 
Seminary, Roger Nishioka wrote an article entitled, “How Young Adults 
Give.”  The article lifts up key factors as to why young adults participate 
in stewardship. 

 He interviewed a woman named Nicole who is 30 years old, fresh out 
of law school and looking for ways to give back to her community and 
church. In the article she said, “If I’m going to give my time and money 
and energy, I want to know I am making a difference somehow. It may 
sound sort of selfish, but that’s really the bottom line.” 

 Whether we are 30 years old or 90 years old or somewhere in between, I believe we all share Nicole’s “bottom 
line.” When it comes to stewardship and the giving of our money, time, and energy, we want to know that 
what we are giving will make a difference. I’ve never met anyone who said they volunteered their time or gave 
their money to the church because they had nothing better to do!  We want to make a difference.  We want to 
strengthen our community.  We want to deepen our family’s relationship with God. We want to give hope, 
bring justice, and share the love of Christ with people and communities who need it. 

 This month I am excited to talk about PCCR’s 2022 stewardship campaign, A Season of Gratitude. I believe 
each one of us has been placed in this congregation to make a difference and to expand the Light of Christ in 
our Estes Park community. Make no mistake, a stewardship campaign is about money. It is also equally about 
giving of our time, talent, and services to PCCR and its ministry in the world. 

 This year, our stewardship focus is gratitude. It will be a time to thank God for all the blessings this 
congregation has received in the past year. It will be a time to thank one another for the good work of 
committees and small groups that allow the Light of Christ to burn brightly in our congregation. It will be a 
time to look forward into 2022 and ask, “what’s next for our congregation and its ministry in the world?” 

 Grounded in gratitude, let us all prayerfully consider the difference we want to make in the coming year. The 
psalmist has written, “The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it (Psalm 24:1).”  God has graciously given all of 
us time, energy, and money. Our response to this incredible gift is gratitude.  How will you joyfully thank God 
in 2022?  

 As you prepare to fill out your pledge card and return it to the office by Sunday, November 28, I invite you to 
go back to the beginning. Remember that God has always been with you and walks with you into the coming 
year and beyond. God’s covenantal promise is as true today as it was on the First Day. Together, let us praise 
God for this amazing gift and let us work together to boldly make a difference in 2022. 

 In Christ’s Faithful Service, 

 Pastor Chris 

You will receive a 

stewardship letter 

and pledge card 

in the mail. 
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Go Ye Into All the World 

 The PCCR Mission and Outreach Committee has as its mission statement, “To inform, excite, and involve 

the congregation in mission.”  The first bit, “inform”, is easy – if we can convince you to read these articles, 

look at the bulletin board, and not doze off during the occasional Minute for Mission during worship.  

“Involve” is a bit trickier since that means we need to convince you that some project is worthy of your 

attention, your time, and/or your money.  And you have become involved many times as we packed “Bolt 

Bags,” heard from mission co-workers, sorted seeds for Malawi, jotted notes of support and love, purchased 

Café Justo, and gave funds to buy blankets, to mention a few. 

 This month, I’d like to take you a bit deeper into mission as part of a nefarious plan to further inform, excite, 

and possibly even (GASP) involve you in this particular Work for God. 

To begin, a personal confession:  I am a Volunteer Missionary.  I 

never, ever wanted to be a missionary; I actively avoided 

mission trips and mission speakers.  An old Mission Society song 

summed it up: “Lord, please don’t send me to Africa. … I’ll serve 

You here in my comfortable middle-class life…” Be warned, out 

there in the pews!  If God wants you to do mission here or 

abroad, you will end up doing it.   And I wound up in 

Embangweni, Malawi at a school for the deaf.  I was in no way 

“informed” (we couldn’t even find Embangweni on a map and 

my sole bit of advice was to bring warm pajamas); certainly not 

“excited” (I cried all the way from Denver to Chicago 

overwhelmed by fear); and “involve” had to wait several years until I and my Malawian colleagues began to 

trust and even love each other.   

 It has been 24 years since that first trip and if I have learned anything about mission, it is this:  it’s not about 

me.   Mission is not going into some isolated place and giving people what we think they need and should 

have. That approach is almost guaranteed to disappoint on all sides.  Mission is not validated by pouring 

large amounts of money into a place or project of our choosing.  

When our pouring of funds ceases – and it almost certainly will 

eventually – failure is very likely to follow.  Mission – I believe – 

is not waving our English Bible in front of a group who may not 

have yet heard the Good News of Jesus. Rather, Mission is being 

with people where they are and in whatever circumstances they 

may be; listening to them tell you what they need; being 

prepared to share the Good News when it is appropriate. Often, 

that is by the way one acts and reacts to the people and the 

situation.  For myself in Malawi, that has meant sleeping 

without my bed net—and waking up with bug bites in vast 

quantity—because 2 women from the church came to the room 

to sleep with me so I “wouldn’t be lonely.”  It has meant sitting 

in long, long meetings containing the familiar phrase “but we 

have a few problems.”  It has meant willingly (if not completely happily!) agreeing to preach on Sunday 

when told (not asked) Saturday at 6 pm “You’re preaching tomorrow.”  Service was at 7 am and the 

Embangweni church holds around 2,000 people.  Can you say “stress”? 
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My trip into mission has been interesting, if nothing else!  I am 
involved to a level un-imaginable in 1997 at three separate 
schools for the deaf.  I have been, and continue to be, 
informed about the culture of Malawi.  I still make errors daily, 
and one head teacher often answers my questions with a 
deep sigh, a shake of the head, and “Oh, Mama.”  Excitement 
comes almost daily.  Sometimes when the “light bulb” goes off 
for a preschool student and she makes her very first sign of 
Malawian Sign Language.  Sometimes when Class 4 waves at 
me frantically from their classroom and signs that I should 
come teach them right now.  Once when Form 3 at Secondary 
School for the Deaf gave a standing ovation when I completed the day’s lesson in Bible Knowledge class. 
When a preschool 3 student with Down Syndrome takes my hand as we walk to class and tries to pick the 
freckles off  my arm.  When it finally dawned on me why Class 9 had so much trouble answering 
comprehension questions --- they had no idea what the words “who, what, where, when, why” meant. 

I will end with an open and sincere invitation to you.  Consider how you are being asked to “do mission” in 

your life.  It may not be in a long-term commitment overseas.  

Perhaps you can join the Mission Committee.  Maybe you can offer 

some time to work with local agencies.  It might be your “call” to 

support those working in the field by writing letters on a regular 

basis – that contact with “home” is precious beyond belief. 

Thank you for taking time to read this.  I hope you will open yourself 

to more and more be informed, excited, and involved in Mission. 

Carol Nussbaumer (a.k.a. Mama Kalo) 

Ever wish you could meet a mission co-worker face to face?  

Now is your chance! 

Luta and Jeremy Garbat-Welch will Zoom on into the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 am 

Thursday, November 11 to tell us about their work serving with the Church of 

Central Africa (CCAP) in Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  Jeremy, an ordained 

minister, is involved in chaplain training.  Luta, who has her Masters of Public 

Health degree, supports the implementation of 

community health evangelism.   

"Want to learn more?  Read the two most recent letters from our mission co-
workers who are currently serving their mission fields remotely from the United 
States: Luta and Jeremy Garbat-Welch click here and Chenoa Stock click here."

The Peace and Global Witness collection held on Sunday, October 3 
was $640, and $160 of that will go to the Estes Valley Crisis Advocates. 
Thank you for your support. 

Chenoa Stock, with her 
husband Jose Luis Claure 
and son Leandro Aiden 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/missing-malawi/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/song-of-accompaniment/
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The maize crop in a classroom 

Processional: 

“Scotland the 

Brave” 

Alex Mcintosh, 
piper 

 

Bob Rising, 
drummer 

Rich Dixon, Beadle 

In the Church of Scotland, the title of Beadle is used for 
one who attends the minister during the divine service as 
an assistant, and whose duties are mainly processional. 
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“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 

Alistair MacDonald, Liturgist 



What My Grandmothers Taught Me 
Lesson 3—Gather at 11:30; Lesson at 12:00 noon 
PW Circle Meeting & Bible Study – November 15 

Renee Warren will be the Bible study leader for Presbyterian 
Women as we delve into Lesson 3 about Rahab, a socially 
unacceptable outsider who is intelligent and strong.  She is a 
marginalized woman who recognizes the power of the God of 
Israel and is able to further God’s plan by her actions.  The lesson 
is based on Joshua 2; 6:22-25 and begins on page 29 of our study 
book.  Due to the continuing concerns with Covid, we will meet 
on Zoom:    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634 

Meeting ID: 935 2028 0634       Passcode: 80517 
Or Dial by telephone:  1-346-248-7799  

PW meets on 3rd Monday monthly. If you would like a study book 
or have a question about joining via Zoom feel free to contact 
Karen Daugherty (312-810-3671 or jk@daughertys.us).     

Thank Offering Sunday – November 14, 2021 

Happy is the one who listens to me, Watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors.     Proverbs 8:34 

Each year in the fall, Presbyterian Women (PW) celebrate Thank Offering Sunday to express a deep gratitude for God’s blessings 
in their lives. We are pleased to have Rev. Denise Pass, Executive Presbyter of Plains and Peaks Presbytery join us to deliver the 
sermon on November 14.  It is our hope that each of you will join us for this special Sunday morning service, either in person or 
via livestream from the PCCR website.   

Eliza Clokey of Springfield, Ohio, planted the seed for the Thank Offering in 1888 when she urged each woman to give one dollar 
over and above her usual contribution to the Women’s General Missionary Society of the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America.  Since then, faithful givers have responded yearly to Eliza’s call to give a “thank offering to her Lord.” Over the last 33 
years, Presbyterian Women has granted nearly $27 million to more than 1,600 different projects at home and around the world 
through the PW Thank Offering.  During 2021, over 29 Thank Offering applications were reviewed and 12 projects were selected 
for funding.  Nine of the projects serve people in the United States and three are international.  More than 40 percent of the 
selected projects are related to health ministries.  Some examples of the grant recipients include: 

Operation Desert Drop in North Carolina — Cooperative Christian Ministry is helping people move from crisis to restoration 
by relieving hunger, keeping families together, addressing homelessness, teaching perseverance and restoring hope in 
an area where countless families face food insecurity due to the pandemic. 

Frontera de Cristo in Arizona and Mexico — This project is enhancing skills of at-risk children and providing parenting skills 
of adults in these impoverished communities.  The grant will create a safe, educational space and implement a program 
to strengthen the children’s academic, social, emotional, and spiritual development.   

Child Advocacy Services of Louisiana – The work of this group is to reduce trauma in children who disclose abusive incidents 
that require law enforcement and children protective services to become involved.  The grant will enhance the center’s 
environment to provide an engaging atmosphere to make it easier for children to share their stories and begin the 
process of recovery and healing.   

Open Door, Open Books in Guatemala – The grant will reach 3,200 students through intensive support, training and 
professional development for Guatemalan teachers with the goal of increasing reading literacy and educational success 
for mostly indigenous children in schools without resources.    

On Sunday, November 14, we will be accepting your gifts for this special offering.  We will provide envelopes for those who will 
be attending the worship service in person.  For those who would like to support the Thank Offering, but will be attending 
church virtually, you may give either by sending a check to Presbyterian Women, 1700 Brodie Avenue, Estes Park, CO 80517, 
with a notation that it is for the Thank Offering or by clicking on the following link which will take you to the website of PCCR:  
https://pccrusa.org/contribute/contribute-to-the-church/. There are directions on this webpage for donating a one-time gift.  
Once you enter your amount and credit card information, you then go back and enter “Thank Offering” as your designation.   
This congregation has a long history of being very supportive of this important ministry.  Please join with us again this year in 
sharing the peace of God with those who are less fortunate and those who have so many needs, both physical and spiritual.  
Your gifts will bring hope and joy to the hopeless.     8 

Merry Marthas 

Members of the Merry 
Marthas group will be 
displaying their sewing 
projects created during 
the past year as part of 

Thank Offering Sunday on November 14.  They love to 
sew, knit, weave or crochet and meet monthly on the 
fourth Friday to share their projects and enjoy 
conversation.  In November they decide which local 
charity would be a good recipient for each item.  
Charities this year will include Bright Christmas, Blue 
Santa, Crisis Advocates, and a VA Hospital in Wyoming.  
Merry Marthas is an ecumenical ministry of the 
Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies, and 
membership is open to any woman who lives in the Estes 
Park area.  They always welcome new members.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634
mailto:jk@daughertys.us
https://pccrusa.org/contribute/contribute-to-the-church/
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Session Highlights  ~  October 2021 

 Heard a report from Pastor Chris that Joel Moore has been hired as our new building custodian. 

 Received a report from the Health Advisory Committee that indicates Covid is at an all-time high in Larimer 
County. Our hospital ICU’s are at 107% capacity.  Herd immunity cannot be attained because of those who are 
not vaccinated.  The pandemic will likely transition to an endemic condition that will not be controlled as have 
been smallpox, measles, and polio.  We will likely be living with this for a long time.  PCCR will continue to 
require masks indoors at all meetings and will be looking at changes to the way we have fellowship following 
worship services. 

 Scheduled a congregational meeting for December 5 following worship for the purpose of electing church 
officers and considering changes to our PCCR Bylaws. 

 Approved the purchase of Columbarium space for Lindi and Bruce Carmichael and four other family members. 

 Approved the installation of a sign by the east driveway, indicating the location of the Columbarium.  Memorial 
funds given in memory of Roger Thorp and Ken Cole will be used for the costs. 

 Membership and Hospitality hopes to provide hot chocolate and cookies following the Christmas Eve service.  
No chili luncheon will be served with the Hanging of the Greens. 

 Mission and Outreach reported a remarkable $1840 raised at the mini-golf tournament.  Half of this money 
will be sent to Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch and the other half to Chenoa Stock.  These folks are engaged in 
missionary service. 

 Reminder: Meet at the PCCR bell tower and bring a bell to ring at 6 p.m. on Saturday, October 30, in support of 
saving our environment and implementing plans for slowing the climate crisis.   

 Building and Grounds is dealing with three areas of concern:   

• Landscaping - noxious weeds in the area next to the residential condos have been eradicated for now.   

• Snow removal - none of the contractors who clear the driveway will also do the sidewalks; looking for 
someone to do that task.   

• Mansard roof shingles - temporary repairs have been made, and the committee is hoping labor and 
material costs will go down within the next year so more permanent repairs can be done.  A big thanks 
was extended to Mike Moon and Jim Nussbaumer for the work they have done. 

Deacon Highlights  ~  October 2021 

 Judy Portman, co-moderator, opened the meeting.  Because of snow, sleet, and rain, the 
meeting was held on Zoom. 

 Several cards were sent to those having concerns and challenges.  Cards are sent to those on the prayer list. 

 No meals were delivered this month from the Sunshine Committee.  One Be Better Basket was delivered to a 
member. 

 The reception held on October 2 for the family of Phyllis Thomas went well.  About 50 people were served.  Six 
Deacons helped to serve. 

 Individual elements will continue to be used for communion during worship services.  

 Communion for residents of the Good Samaritan Village is suspended for now. 

 The Deacons will send gift cards and a devotional booklet  to about six college students as a Christmas 
remembrance.  Deacons received a donation from a member to help with this project. 

 Deacons accepted with regret the resignation of one member. 

 Pastor Chris reported that a new custodian for the church has been hired. 

 He also reported that there will be one Christmas Eve service at 5:00 pm. 
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Financial Information September 2021 
 

  September January to September Year to Date—Budget  

 Total Revenues $20,679 $326,695 $279,572 

 Total Expenses $34,978 $288,837 $309,671 

 Net Total -$14,299 $37,858 -$30,099 

 Revenues include SBA PPP Forgiveness $49,585  
 

Journeys 
 This fall, Journeys has been using the popular Living the Questions video series.  

The videos include presentations by thirty scholars and theologians.  We will 
complete the first one-third of that series on November 14.  On November 21, 
Mary Mesropian will lead the class in a discussion on suicide prevention.    

 The schedule for November is: 

  November 7  A Passion for Jesus: Paul 
  November 14  Out into the World 
  November 21  Crisis Response to Suicide 
  November 28  No Class 

 Journeys will be meeting each Sunday morning via Zoom.  You can use the link 
below to join the meeting.  The Zoom session opens at 8:15 each Sunday, with 
the program starting promptly at 8:30.  The class adjourns at 9:45.  All are 
welcome. 

 The Zoom link is:    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?
pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09 
Meeting ID: 845 741 2756 and Passcode: 80517 (only if necessary) 

Adult Bible Study Class 

The Adult Bible Study Class is open to anyone interested in learning 

   how our Christian Faith is formed and impacted by its Jewish heritage.  

      Using video courses from the Israel Bible Center, we have been studying  

   “Jewish Insights Into Scripture” and have covered such topics as  

   “First Let Me Bury My Father”, “Why Mary Could Not Touch Jesus”,  

   “Don’t Mess With Abraham!” and “Lord’s Supper and the World to Come”. 

         Class meets each Sunday from 8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. (“social time” at 8:15)  

                              downstairs in classroom #6.  Bring a Bible and your own coffee.   

 We keep the windows open, so a sweater is a good idea! 

For more information, contact Carol Nussbaumer at 586-2437. 

If a group of at least 6 people are seriously interested but need a later 

     time, the class could be repeated twice monthly following worship.  

Talk to Carol if you are interested. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09
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Photos credit:  Sue Thomas 

Everyone who 

participated had fun 

at the Miniature Golf 

Fundraiser on Sunday, 

September 12, at the 

Cascade Creek course!  




