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Highlands Presbyterian Camp 

75th Anniversary Celebration 

 

 Due to remaining concerns about Covid, as well as leadership changes at Highlands, the Highlands 

Committee has decided to change plans for the 75th Anniversary Celebration.  There will no longer be an 

anniversary event on September 11-12, though you are invited to join in the fun and needed work of 

Fall Work Day on this date. 

 We are now looking at 2022 being a year-long celebration of the first 75 years of ministry at Highlands.  

There will be a series of events throughout 2022 with a kickoff event tentatively planned for the 

weekend of May 14-15.  At this event, as well as at other events throughout the year, there will be 

opportunities to allow participants to enjoy the beauty and many activities that are such a part of 

Highlands.  There will be times to reminisce about life-changing memories of times already experienced 

at Highlands.  And perhaps even more importantly, there will be opportunities  to dream about the 

future of Highlands and how its ministry can continue to impact the lives of children, teens, and adults.  

Best of all there will be times to praise God in this beautiful part of God’s creation — this place we all 

love known as Highlands!   

Fall Work Day at Highlands 
Saturday, September 11, 2021 

 With the changing plans for the 75th Anniversary Celebration, it was decided to move the Fall Work Day 

from its original date of September 25.  The earlier date will allow for more projects since we will not 

have turned off water to much of the camp as part of our winterizing procedures.  Projects for all ages 

and ability levels will be available.  Join us on September 11 and be a part of keeping Highlands the 

beautiful place we all love! 
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PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  Monday through 
Thursday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm; 
closed Fridays 

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Church Website:  pccrusa.org 

Church Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Chris Davis, 
414-690-4488, 
pastor@pccrusa.org 

Handbell Director:  Patti Dolezal, 
music@pccrusa.org 
 

Choir Director/Sexton:  Rich Dixon 

Organist:  Larry Gillum 

Finance:  Carolyn Hull, 
finance@pccrusa.org 
 

Office Administrator:   
Terry Brigham, office@pccrusa.org 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter—whether it be your 
service in this church or providing a 
written article or photo.   

We appreciate your input! 

The October Newsletter deadline 
is Tuesday, September 17.  
Please send your pictures and 
stories to Terry Brigham at: 
office@pccrusa.org       Thanks! 

©
Contents copyright by the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the 
Rockies 2015-2021 and may not be used 
for any commercial purpose without 
written permission from PCCR. 

Worship Schedule  

 Worship in the Sanctuary: 

 September 5 — 10:00 am, Communion 
 September 12 — 10:00 am  
 September 19 —10:00 am 
 September 26 — 10:00 am, Rev. Bruce Brackman, preaching 
   

  Rev. Chris Davis, pastor        Patti Dolezal, liturgist 
                  Larry Gillum, organist 

 Virtual Worship:  
 View through Livestream service on our website: 

Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page. 
The livestream player is to the right, below the opening pictures. 
The player will automatically start when the service begins. 

Sunday Bulletin:  The current worship bulletin appears directly 
below the livestream and video recordings box.  Simply click on 
“View Bulletin”. 

 

 Join Zoom online:  https://zoom.us/j/86165181814 
  Meeting ID: 861 6518 1814  Password: 80517 

  Or call in by telephone at any of the following numbers:  
  1-346-248-7799 1-669-900-6833 1-253-215-8782
  

Ruling Elders 

 Class of 2021:   
 Michael Moon, Peter Plaut, Audrey TeSelle, Pat Waltermire 

 Class of 2022: 
 Randy Brigham, Bob Holcomb, Stan Osborne, Mike Warren 

 Class of 2023: 
 Jan Boatman, Dot Rohrbaugh, Sherry Unruh, Sue Yowell 

 Clerk of Session:  Barb Cole 

Deacons 

 Class of 2021:   
 Marilyn Irwin, Carolyn Kramer, Judy Portman, Judy Schaffer 

 Class of 2022: 
 Joan Buhlmann, Susie Manhoff, Katha Schweitzer, Verlene Thorp 

 Class of 2023: 
 Sharyn Gartner, Carol Pearson, Tami Scace, Robert Sherrod 

Time for a New Church Directory!   
If you have not yet done so, please let me know if you 
have any changes to your contact information (phone 
number, email address, home mailing address, photo) 

Thank you! 

           Terry, 970-586-4404 or office@pccrusa.org 

https://pccrusa.org/


 3 

 September 2021 

 Message from Pastor Chris Davis . . . 

 August 19, 2021, marked my 20th anniversary in ordained ministry. In 20 
years, I’ve drunk a lot of “church coffee.” I’ve eaten some lucky and not 
so lucky potluck church luncheons. I’ve been honored and humbled to 
walk the journey of faith with Presbyterians in California, Missouri, 
Wisconsin, and now, Colorado.  

 Last week I heard the tragic news that a previous church member had 
died. His name is Matt, and he was a member at my St. Louis church. 
Matt was my age. He died of acute liver and kidney failure. It is always 
sad when a friend dies. It is tragic when it could have been prevented.  

 On August 21, Matt wrote on Facebook that he was being admitted to 
the hospital with a “UT infection, muscle pull, bad blood levels.” As his 
symptoms grew worse, Matt was to be transferred to another hospital for care in their ICU. Unfortunately, due 
to an increase in COVID-19 patients, there were no empty beds available. Matt and his family waited. His body 
could not wait long enough and on August 26, five days after his initial post on Facebook, Matt died.  

 Over the past several weeks, I have preached about Jesus’ unconditional love for all people. Jesus did not pick 
and choose who he hung out with, nor did he judge others who did not agree with him. His selfless actions 
teach us to do the same. Our willingness or our refusal to share love with others has consequences. Both for 
ourselves and others. A simple way to extend love during the pandemic is to wear a mask so that the spread of 
the virus is slowed and, in some cases, stopped. 

 Since Matt’s death, I have reflected on my own experience and why I choose to wear a mask. I don’t enjoy 
wearing them. They are annoying. It’s hard to talk with a mask on. My glasses fog up if I don’t have it positioned 
over my nose just right. I seemingly still forget to bring a mask when I enter a building and find myself walking 
back to my car to grab one. To help ease my annoyance as well as help my memory, I’ve decided to wear my 
mask for specific people. Specifically, I wear my mask for my unvaccinated son. I wear it for my wife who is 
immunocompromised. I wear it in memory of Matt. I also wear it for all the people who need healthcare but are 
unable to access it because hospitals are beyond capacity. 

 Who do you wear your mask for? When so much of the pandemic is beyond our control, I’ve found this simple 
meditation has helped my waning patience and quieted my annoyance when a sign tells me to put on a mask. 
Who do you wear your mask for? It is a small gesture, wearing a mask. But it just might make all the difference 
in the life of a loved one or the life of a stranger. It is an expression of love, and Jesus was all about love.  

 I suppose I am, too.  

 In Christ’s Faithful Service, 

 Pastor Chris 

 

Tour the Columbarium 

Sunday, September 26 

The Columbarium Committee of PCCR will have an exhibit at 

Fellowship Hour on Sunday, September 26, 2021. 

Following that time, the Committee will host a tour of the 

Columbarium. All are welcome to visit and learn more about this 

special ministry of our Church.  
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 In 2019, the PCCR Mission and Outreach Committee discontinued the 

traditional golf outing that had raised financial support for PC(USA) mission 

co-workers.  Again this year, we’re having only a miniature golf outing.  

Proceeds from this event will support these PC(USA) denominational mission 

co-workers: 

Chenoa Stock serves in Peru as delegations and 

partnership coordinator, working with visiting PC(USA) delegations to foster 

partnerships with our Peruvian covenant partners, the Evangelical Church of Peru 

(IEP) and the Joining Hands Peru Network. Chenoa organizes, accompanies, and 

interprets for visiting delegations, helping to ensure that these visits reflect the 

mutual mission priorities of the partners. She sets up in-country logistics, assists 

in planning itineraries, and works with trip leaders and the communities that are 

visited by the delegations.  Chenoa and her husband, José Luis Claure, have one 

son: Leandro Aiden. 

Based in Malawi, Luta and Rev. Jeremy Garbat-Welch serve with the Church of 

Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP) in Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe. As 

facilitator for the CCAP 

Chaplain Training Program, Rev. 

Jeremy Garbat-Welch develops 

programs for training pastors and lay leaders in pastoral 

counseling and other skills required to effectively provide 

emotional and spiritual support to people who are hospitalized 

and imprisoned in areas served by the CCAP.  Luta supports the 

implementation of Community Health Evangelism (CHE) 

programs within the CCAP. CHE is a strategy for addressing 

issues of community development, health, discipleship and 

evangelism through training and mentorship. Jeremy & Luta 

have one daughter, Dayenu, and two sons: Jathniel and Azai. 

 The 2021 PC(USA) Mission Benefit Mini-Golf Outing will be held at the same place as in 2019:  the beautiful 

Cascade Creek course at Ride-A-Kart, located at the corner of U.S. 34 East and Mall Road.  The Mission and 

Outreach Committee of PCCR is grateful to the Coleman family, owners of Ride-A-Kart and Cascade Creek, for 

the generous discount they have extended to our church for the use of their course. 

The outing will start promptly at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 12.   

Entry fees are: 

$30 for an individual adult (age 21 and over) 

$50 for a couple 

$100 for a team of four registering together 

$1 per year of age up to 20 years 

Contributions from non-players are definitely welcome and encouraged, 

so even if you can’t play that day, you can still help our church support 

these PC(USA) mission co-workers. 

Get your team together and come out for a fun evening of fellowship!  
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O GOD OF PEACE AT ALL TIMES  
IN ALL WAYS, 

GRANT US YOUR PEACE AND HELP US 
TO IMAGINE A WORLD 

WHERE YOUR JUSTICE AND PEACE  
ARE EVER KNOWN. 

AMEN 
 

 

 

The Peace and Global Witness Special Offering will be collected on October 3rd. 

 
 

Dear friends of Peru and partners in Christ, 

I hope this finds you well, healthy and enjoying the final days of summer. 

Thank you for walking with our family in partnership through your ongoing support and prayers.  
I wish I could write to each of you individually for your recent (and not so recent) and thoughtful 
financial support of our PERUSA ministry, as I normally do. Due to an analysis that was occurring at 
the Central Office, though, we only recently received our Donor Reports for January-June of this year 
to be able to reach out to you all. 

I share my deepest apologies for the belatedness, as well as my deepest gratitude for your faithful 
accompaniment. We could not serve in this ministry without you. 

For those I have not corresponded with for awhile, we are currently living with my parents in St 
Louis, MO, and continue to serve virtually with the PERUSA program. A new director was hired 
for the Peruvian Joining Hands in March, so we have been working with her to clarify and determine 
our program's goals and objectives, especially during this unique time of the pandemic.  

We also continue to accompany our partners of the Evangelical Church of Peru (IEP), as they have 
opened their theological institutions' doors, that were closed in 2020, to continue training and 
teaching men and women searching to be stronger leaders of God's Word. We give thanks for the 
professors, pastors and laypeople who travel distances to give classes, amidst the health concerns.  

And we give thanks for you all — for your support, your prayers, and the many ways God moves you 
to be a part of God's mission.  

We continue to wait for a response about Jose's hiring as a Mission Co-Worker by PC (USA), amidst 
its current hiring freeze, so we would ask for your prayers for forward and positive movement for 
that. 

Muchas gracias! 

Peace and blessings, 
Chenoa 
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The maize crop in a classroom 

Larimer County Health Officials Strongly Recommend 

Residents Wear Masks in Indoor Settings as COVID-19 Increases 

Larimer County, CO— Larimer County, CO - Due to the rapidly increasing 
threat of the Delta variant, primarily among unvaccinated people, Larimer 
County Health officials are calling on unvaccinated residents to make the 
decision to get vaccinated without delay. Additionally, officials are strongly 
recommending that all community members, both vaccinated and 
unvaccinated, wear masks in public indoor settings to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. 

“The impact of the Delta variant is setting us back. Larimer County is once again experiencing a high 

case rate and, unfortunately, increasing hospitalizations. Vaccination and masking are the best tools 

that we have for turning things around and ending this surge,” says Tom Gonzales, Larimer County 

Public Health Director. 

New Covid-19 Cases in Estes Park 

 

 This chart, from the Larimer County Covid-19 Dashboard as of August 26th, shows graphically the number of 
new cases per day in Estes Park since the beginning of the pandemic. Estes, like Larimer County and the state, 
is now seeing a third wave of infections. This one started the beginning of August, with 147 new cases from 
August 1st to August 26th. Each of the previous surges, at the end of 2020 and at the beginning of 2021, lasted 
about six weeks. There is no reliable way to predict when this latest surge will end.  

 Our congregation has a high level of vaccination, which has 
proven to be an effective tool to prevent serious illness and 
hospitalization. But even those who have been vaccinated 
can still catch, harbor, and transmit the virus. During this 
period when the Delta variant is surging and our 
community is experiencing a high rate of infections, let’s 
follow the guidance of the county’s public health 
department and our church leadership—wear a face mask 
when participating in indoor gatherings at the church, 
including worship services, committee meetings, and 
fellowship. 
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August 15, 2021 

Return of the Masks 

Rev. Bruce Brackman,  
guest preacher on August 8 

 Back Pew Creations (the 
Melodrama team) says 

farewell to Kay and Rich 
Mitchell, who are 

moving to Minnesota, 
by giving them a warm 

and festive send-off. 

August 27, 2021 

Rich and Kay Mitchell have been key players in 
Back Pew Creations melodramas for many 
years, the last seven written by Rich.  Over 
$60,000 has been donated to ten local 
charities, the Channel 7 Everyday Hero award 
was presented to Rich, and countless church 
and community members have laughed at 
themselves through Rich’s Estes Park historical 

interpretations (occasionally based on fact).  Many past 
characters showed up, including Carey Oakley, Bonnie 
Ponderosa, and Isabella Crane who gave their own “pun 
filled” farewell ending with “Happy Trails.”  Thank you, 
Rich and Kay. 

During the pandemic “shutdown,” Rich continued to do 
some writing in spite of his intentions to “retire.”  Nancy 
Thomas was inspired by his ideas and has written the 
8th Estes Park melodrama.  Keep March 11, 12, 18, 19, 
20, 2022 on your calendar for new laughs and new      
on-stage/off-stage opportunities. 
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Presbyterian Women (PW) Kick-off the Fall Season with Two Events 

September 13 and September 20 

 We can all relate to the joy of sharing family stories, especially as we heard them as a child. They 
help shape who we are and give us a sense of where we came from.  Even as adults, we continue 
to search out our family histories.   

 This year’s PW Bible study examines the first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew where we are being invited into 
the family stories that helped shape Jesus.  The women Matthew chose to mention each have an interesting 
backstory including:  Tamar, an outsider; Rahab, a prostitute; Ruth, a despised foreigner; Bathsheba, the wife of 
Uriah; and Mary, the unmarried girl who said yes to the Holy Spirit.  The Bible study, titled, What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me, will bring each of these women’s stories to life and help us to learn more about the 
stories that were likely told to Jesus as a child.   

 Each September, Presbyterian Women join together to delve into a Horizons Bible Study by sharing, learning, 
and praying together.  We hope you will join us on September 13 for an introduction to this Bible study and 
again on September 20 for the first lesson titled “Family Trees.”  Pat Waltermire has graciously agreed to lead 
both sessions.   

 Due to the current spike in Covid, we will unfortunately have to join together on Zoom rather than in person.  
We will open each Zoom session at 11:30 a.m. so the group can share stories of their summer and catch up on 
family news.  The lesson on both days will begin promptly at 12 noon.  Details for joining these sessions on 
Zoom can be found below.   

 The study books are available in the church office and the payment of $10 can be placed in Carolyn Hull’s 
mailbox, or sent to the church, marked for Carolyn’s attention.  If you are unable to get to the church, please 
contact Karen Daugherty by email, jk@daughertys.us or phone 312-810-3671, and she will drop off the study 
book at your home.  All women of the church are welcome to share in this study.   

PW Kick-Off Bible Study Overview 

What My Grandmothers Taught Me 

Monday, September 13, 2021 

Gather at 11:30 am; Lesson at 12:00 noon 

Join Zoom Meeting:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85733321541 

Meeting ID:  857 3332 1541     Passcode: 80517 

Or Dial by telephone:   

        1-346-248-7799    

PW September Circle Meeting  

Monday, September 20, 2021  

Gather at 11:30 am; Lesson at 12:00 noon 

Join Zoom Meeting:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634 

Meeting ID: 935 2028 0634     Passcode: 80517 

Or Dial by telephone:   

        1-346-248-7799    

CPR/AED Training Update 
The resurgence of Covid-19 infections has caused the hospital to postpone its training programs for 
CPR and use of the automated external defibrillator (AED). As noted in last month’s newsletter, we had 
anticipated that training would begin soon, but that is no longer the case. Please watch for updates. 

mailto:jk@daughertys.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87269898437
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634
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Session Highlights  ~   August 2021 

 Reviewed and discussed the status of Covid-19 and the variants with regard to how PCCR should respond. 

 Approved the following motion:  “Due to the rise in Covid cases in Estes Park at this time, we ask everyone to 
wear a mask when attending worship services in person.  Worship leaders and choirs will wear masks.  Choral 
and congregational singing will continue with masks.  Masks should also be worn in all committee and group 
meetings. “ 

 Noted that Finance Committee will have a stewardship campaign plan in place by mid-September.  All budget 
requests should be turned in to the Finance Committee by the first of October. 

 Approved the Christmas Joy offering for Dec. 19, and the Peace and Global Witness offering on Oct. 3.   

 Approved Jim Jonell’s appointment to the Personnel committee. 

 Determined to seek approval from Presbytery to retain Pastor Chris as our interim pastor for 
a second year.    

Deacon Highlights  ~  August 2021 

 Verlene Thorp, co-moderator, opened the meeting. 

 Judy Schaffer gave the devotion.  She read a selection from the book, God’s Best For My Life. 

 Robert Sherrod gave a report on the last Session meeting. 

 Eight members with illness, loss of loved ones, or life’s challenges will be sent cards by Susie Manhoff.  

 At this time the Sunshine Committee will not need to provide any meals. 

 There will be a memorial service and reception for Mary Pridey on September 4.  Deacons received 
assignments for serving the reception. 

 A memorial reception will be observed on October 2 for Phyllis Thomas. 

 Reminders were given for providing cookies and other refreshments for fellowship time on December 19.  

Crossroads Ministry Announces Vintage 2021 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 

 

This annual October fundraising event has returned and will be held on Sunday,  October 24 from 4-7 p.m. 

Vintage 2021, sponsored by the Dunraven Inn, is the major fundraising event for Crossroads Ministry.  Andy 

Morgan and his staff at the Dunraven Inn offer delicious food, desserts, and wine for those who attend.  It is a 
wonderful, sumptuous evening with music, mingling, and an opportunity to help this unique ministry succeed in its 
mission of “Practicing Christian love by providing basic human services to Estes Valley residents in need.”         
http://crossroadsep.org  

 

The Vintage Event tickets are now available from our church’s representative to the Crossroads Board of Directors, 
Betty Meyer.  Tickets cost $100 each and entitle you to entry into the party at the Dunraven’s new, much larger 
venue  at the Estes Park Resort.   

There will be a live auction for valuable offerings, as well as the great food and wine, and fun with friends. 
Because of the generosity of Andy Morgan and his staff at the Dunraven Inn, 100% of the ticket price will go to 
support the programs of Crossroads Ministry, Inc. 

 

Call Betty Meyer at 970-586-3115 to purchase your tickets, or to learn more about Crossroads, or how to volunteer.  

http://crossroadsep.org
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Financial Information July 2021 
 

  July January to July Year to Date—Budget  

 Total Revenues $23,091 $277,873 $217,445 

 Total Expenses $27,320 $228,074 $240,855 

 Net Total -$4,229 $49,799 -$23,410 

 Revenues include SBA PPP Forgiveness $49,585  

Lifelong Learning of Estes Valley Preschool  
Location:  541 Lone Pine Drive, Estes Park, CO 80517  

Mailing Address:  721 Chickadee Lane, Estes Park, CO 80517  

Phone: 970-577-9864           Email: epjohn721@gmail.com         Nancy K. Johnson, Director  
 

Dear PCCR Congregation, 

Lifelong Learning of Estes Valley Preschool is alive and well.  We made it through the entire school year 

without having to close.  We followed our restrictions from the health department and monitored the 

health of our students and we all stayed healthy. 

We are preparing to start our 2021-2022 school year.  We have 33 students enrolled and a new assistant 

teacher this year.  PCCR has been a partner in education since 2001 when we started inside the church.  

We strive to provide a program worthy of this support.   

Thank you for helping us to provide a preschool experience for all income levels in the Estes Valley by 

keeping our tuition low and providing tuition assistance to families in need. 

We are looking forward to a new school year with PCCR Support. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy K. Johnson 

Director/Teacher 

Journeys 
 Journeys is an open-hearted group of adults, who gather each Sunday to explore their personal faith and discuss 

what is next for Christianity.  Studies are based on the work of acclaimed scholars, theologians and other experts. 

 Journeys meets via Zoom.  You can use the link below to join the meeting.  The Zoom session opens at 8:15 each 
Sunday, with the program starting promptly at 8:30.  The class adjourns at 9:45. 

 Journeys will start the fall session on September 19, using the Living the Questions video series. 

 The popular Living the Questions series is an alternative to studies that attempt to give participants all the answers, 
and instead strives to create an environment where participants can interact with one another in exploring a 
Christianity that feels genuine in the 21st century. The videos include presentations by thirty scholars and 
theologians. 

  The Zoom link is: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09 

Meeting ID: 845 741 2756 and Passcode: 80517 (only if necessary) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09
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Summer’s Last Outdoor Grace and Grub Picnic Fellowship! 

 Grace and Grub will meet in small groups for dinners in 
homes beginning Monday, September 27.  

 If anyone new is interested in joining, please contact Joy 
Holcomb at joyholcomb11@gmail.com. Information will be 
sent by email in early September. 

 

Monday, August 23, 2021 
Grace and Grub at Endovalley Picnic Area 

mailto:joyholcomb11@gmail.com

