
   

October 2021 Newsletter 
Estes Park’s historic mainline Protestant congregation founded in 1907. 
 

Core Value:  The Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies is a 
Sacred Community formed around Jesus the Christ where we experience 
God’s presence in our lives and service together. Volume 9, Number 10 

 

Peace and Global Witness 

October 2021 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall see God" 

 Each year in the tradition of the Christian Church,  the first Sunday in October is Worldwide Communion 
Sunday where all Christian churches across the globe celebrate Holy Communion on the same day.  The 
Presbyterian Church USA has designated that Sunday to also be the Sunday that  Presbyterian churches 
take a special offering appropriately named the Peace and Global Witness Offering.  This congregation has  
taken that offering for as many years  and are doing so again this year.   

 The offering is split three ways, one half goes to the national church for its peacemaking endeavors, one 
fourth goes to the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks, of which we are a part, for the Presbytery's work on 
peacemaking, and the last fourth stays with this congregation and is designated by the Mission 
Committee for a local entity that the committee feels is doing peacemaking work within the Estes Park 
community. 

National Endeavors 

 Some startling statistics to think about:   
◼ 500 million people live in countries at risk of instability and conflict.   
◼ Only 5% of the world's population lives in counties with a very high level of peace.  
◼ Global peace has been declining over the last five years.   
◼ Today fewer conflicts are between counties, and internal conflicts have been growing. 

 In response to the needs, some forty years ago the 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Committee brought 10 
international peace workers to itinerate through the 
congregations upon their request for a visit.  This has 
continued ever since with the exception of the Covid 
year.  It is once again in effect. 

 

  (continued on page 4) 
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PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  Monday through 
Thursday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm; 
closed Fridays 

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Church Website:  pccrusa.org 

Church Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Chris Davis, 
414-690-4488, 
pastor@pccrusa.org 

Handbell Director:  Patti Dolezal, 
music@pccrusa.org 
 

Choir Director:  Rich Dixon 

Organist:  Larry Gillum 

Finance:  Carolyn Hull, 
finance@pccrusa.org 
 

Office Administrator:   
Terry Brigham, office@pccrusa.org 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter—whether it be your 
service in this church or providing a 
written article or photo.   

We appreciate your input! 

The November Newsletter 
deadline is Tuesday, October 19.  
Please send your pictures and 
stories to Terry Brigham at: 
office@pccrusa.org       Thanks! 

©
Contents copyright by the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the 
Rockies 2015-2021 and may not be used 
for any commercial purpose without 
written permission from PCCR. 

Worship Schedule  

 Worship in the Sanctuary: 

 October 3 — 10:00 am, Communion 
 October 10 — 10:00 am, Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans 
 October 17 —10:00 am 
 October 24 — 10:00 am, Rev. Bruce Brackman, preaching 
 October 31—10:00 am 
   

  Rev. Chris Davis, pastor        Patti Dolezal, liturgist 
                  Larry Gillum, organist 

 Virtual Worship:  
 View through Livestream service on our website: 

Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page. 
The livestream player is to the right, below the opening pictures. 
The player will automatically start when the service begins. 

Sunday Bulletin:  The current worship bulletin appears directly 
below the livestream and video recordings box.  Simply click on 
“View Bulletin”. 

 

 Join Zoom online:  https://zoom.us/j/86165181814 
  Meeting ID: 861 6518 1814  Password: 80517 

  Or call in by telephone at any of the following numbers:  
  1-346-248-7799 1-669-900-6833 1-253-215-8782
  

Ruling Elders 

 Class of 2021:   
 Michael Moon, Peter Plaut, Audrey TeSelle, Pat Waltermire 

 Class of 2022: 
 Randy Brigham, Bob Holcomb, Stan Osborne, Mike Warren 

 Class of 2023: 
 Jan Boatman, Dot Rohrbaugh, Sue Yowell 

 Clerk of Session:  Barb Cole 

Deacons 

 Class of 2021:   
 Marilyn Irwin, Carolyn Kramer, Judy Portman, Judy Schaffer 

 Class of 2022: 
 Joan Buhlmann, Susie Manhoff, Katha Schweitzer, Verlene Thorp 

 Class of 2023: 
 Sharyn Gartner, Carol Pearson, Tami Scace, Robert Sherrod 

Note:  Due to Covid precautions, Grace and Grub has 
canceled all gatherings until next summer when they can have 
outside events again. 

https://pccrusa.org/
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 October 2021 

 Message from Pastor Chris Davis . . . 

  

 Did you know that one out of every seven verses in the 

first three gospels speaks about money or possessions? 

Did you know that 16 out of Jesus’ 38 parables are 

about money and possessions? Did you know that 15% 

of everything Jesus talked about was centered on 

money and possessions? That is twice as much as his 

teachings on prayer and faith combined! 

 So why is it so difficult for today’s church to talk about 

money and possessions when it was never far from 

Jesus’ mind or his lips? On Sunday, November 7, PCCR 

will begin our annual Stewardship Campaign. The 

theme for this year’s campaign is, “A Season of Gratitude." This year I invite us to talk about stewardship in a 

new way. Instead of asking questions like, “How much money do we have and how much money do we need?” 

Let’s ask, “How does my gift of time, talent, and finance promote the Kingdom of God on earth? How does what 

I give matter and make a difference in the lives of others and the life of my church?” 

 As we prepare to meet our financial goals for 2022, I would like to share an excerpt from Donald McKim’s book, 

Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian Answers. He writes the following about the Holy Spirit’s work in individual 

congregations. “The Holy Spirit equips the church with “gifts” to enable our ministries. The Spirit leads us into 

ways of service to enact Christ’s forgiving, reconciling, liberating, and compassionate word. The Spirit enables 

love to be shared. The Spirit makes the characteristics of God’s kingdom present realities: righteousness, peace, 

and joy.” 

 We witness the work of the Holy Spirit when church members come together and share their gifts in the life of a 

faith community. One of the spiritual gifts used to “enable our ministries” is the gift of financial stewardship.  

 In the month of October, I encourage you to enter a time of prayer and reflection. Spend time listening to your 

soul’s desire and God’s voice as you prepare to share your gift of financial stewardship with PCCR. As you begin, 

here are a few questions that might help you discern God’s calling: How have you seen God’s ministry deepened 

at PCCR over the past year? What areas of ministry have strengthened your call as a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

What excites you about PCCR’s future and its presence in our neighborhood, community, and world?  

 In November you will learn more about the stewardship campaign. You also will hear from committees 

regarding the areas of our church ministry, with your help, we would like to expand and explore. For now, let us 

turn to God in prayer and place our faith in God’s divine care which calls us forward to serve as committed 

servants of Christ. 

 Enjoy the colorful change of season in our beautiful town. We truly have so much to be grateful for, let us 

joyfully give thanks to God for all we have witnessed and received. 

 In Christ’s Faithful Service, 

 Pastor Chris 
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 (Peace and Global Witness, continued from page 1) 
 

Presbytery of Plains and Peaks  

 The Presbytery uses their portion of the offering to fund every other year; they bring the international peace 
workers brought to the U.S. by the national church to our presbytery in order to itinerate them to the 
congregations that are a part of our Presbytery.  The congregations can then schedule a visit to that 
congregation to preach, conduct a class, give a program on her/his work, or any other way they wish to use 
them. This writer has been privileged to hear peace workers from Ireland, Mexico, the West Bank, among 
others.  It has been quite an eye opener!  On the off years they do the same thing for mission personnel who 
are here in the states on home assignment from their mission assignment overseas.  In addition, two years  
ago the Presbytery helped fund one of the pastors in our Presbytery to attend a conference in Rwanda, Africa 
on the 25th anniversary of the genocide there in 1994.  It was done through the eyes of the survivors of that 
genocide. 

Local Portion of the Offering 

 The local one-fourth of the offering this year will go to the Estes Valley Crisis Advocates.  It is exactly as the 
name indicates—an organization of professional advocates who provide immediate and practical assistance to 
people who are in crisis or trauma.  This can be from many causes—from illness, unattended death, suicide, 
the victim of criminal action, abuse, natural disaster, or any other causes of trauma or distress.  The advocates 
can listen to and support victims through medical exams, law enforcement interviews, and court processes in 
the loss of a loved one, as well as other forms of trauma.  They will stay with someone for as long or as short a 
period as needed.  They also provide referrals to other agencies who may help.  They work closely with and get 
referrals from law enforcement, the medical profession, and other agencies such as Crossroads.  Advocacy 
must have the individual's consent in order to provide services.  Services are free and vary with the needs of 
the individual.  However, no referrals from other individuals in someone else's behalf are accepted.  Only the 
requests from the victim themselves are honored.   

 In addition to the advocacy aspect of the agency, they do maintain a three-bedroom, ten-bed, safehouse in 
Estes Park for victims of domestic violence and abuse and for their children.  This is at an unknown location for 
the safety of the victim.  Crossroads provides all of the food for this facility in partnership with Advocates.  In 
2020, this facility provided for 700  victims of domestic violence.  They serve both women and men, but 
women predominate. 

 Advocates are always available 24/7, 365 days a year.  Volunteers often man the telephones for this on-call 
service, but must agree to serve at least once per month.  They are funded by donations and groups such as 
PCCR.            

Do you have a special anniversary or occasion to celebrate?  If so, 

let us know.  Contact the church office, office@pccrusa.org or call 

970-586-4404.   Let’s share our good news with each other! 
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                              A Letter from Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch, serving in Malawi 
 Dear friends, 

 Defining a “chaplain” can be difficult, particularly when asked, what do chaplains do? Some 
things are easy: chaplains minister to people during times of need in settings outside the four 
walls of the church building. But getting specific is difficult because chaplains serve in such a 
wide variety of settings. It is common, usually even required, for chaplains to be ordained ministers. Usually, 
this means that first, a person has to go through the training and experience required to be ordained, and then 
they need to do the additional work required to become a chaplain. This long process can be a hindrance to 
people as the path to chaplaincy can seem unnecessarily long or be made unavailable to certain people (for 
example, women belonging to a religious group that will not ordain them). 

 In Malawi, Chaplain Harros Safuli is an exception to the ordination rule. As a layperson, he received Clinical 
Pastoral Education (CPE) training and wanted to become a CPE supervisor himself. The local congregations in 
Lilongwe appointed him to be a chaplain at Kamuzu Central Hospital, where the CPE program is located. He 
pursued the rest of the training he needed and has been a CPE supervisor there for some time. People do 
assume that this means he is an ordained pastor, which can be awkward at times. But he has the gifts and 
experience necessary to be a chaplain and to train pastors and chaplains. 

 Because of his own experience, he also has a passion for including laypeople in pastoral care ministries. As a 
chaplain and CPE supervisor, he has an ecumenical focus. Like most hospital chaplains, he serves anyone with a 
spiritual need, regardless of their religious affiliation. As a CCAP member, he wants to see the CCAP expand its 
pastoral care to local members in hospitals. For years Chaplain Safuli has seen that ordained ministers alone 
cannot meet the pastoral care needs of everyone in the hospitals. He has put forward the proposal to train one 
CCAP layperson in each district to be a chaplain to their local district hospital. Malawi is divided into three 
regions, and each of those is divided into smaller districts. (Similar to states in the U.S. being divided into 
counties.) Each district boasts a governmental district hospital. Because of the size of the CCAP, there are 
always congregations nearby. 

 Having a chaplain ministering at each district hospital would be a huge step in pastoral care coverage in 
Malawi. Hopefully, it would be just the beginning. There are, of course, other health care centers and hospitals 
in the districts that would benefit from the presence of a chaplain. Chaplain Safuli told me about this plan when 
we first arrived in Malawi and how he had been suggesting it to the local CCAP leadership for some time. There 
was a general sense of acceptance and approval but no financial backing to make it happen. 

 More recently, he has been working with Chaplain Rev. Gamaliel Kalebe, who serves as the Head Chaplain at 
Nkhoma Hospital. They have been working to make the proposal more detailed so that they can press the 
synod leadership for the funds needed to get it off the ground. I was excited to hear recently that they are far 
enough along in the process that they have begun recruiting CCAP members to be a part of the program. They 
are beginning with the Central Region, where they live, but hoping that if the program goes well, they will be 
able to get the other Synods to join in and do similar trainings. 

 There are logistical hurdles that still need to be sorted through. Despite the challenges in coming up with cost-
effective programs for a large geographic area while also managing to impart the necessary skills, they are 
faithfully moving forward. Please pray for Chaplain Safuli, Chaplain Kalebe, and the others involved in 
expanding the role and training of chaplains as they creatively and prayerfully work to overcome the remaining 
obstacles. 

 The news that they are recruiting people for the training program is exciting. It is encouraging to hear how 
God’s work continues to grow and move even during these stressful times. We thank you for your continued 
support of us and the ministries we work with. 

 In Christ’s Service, 

 Jeremy (for the Garbat-Welch’s) 
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The maize crop in a classroom 

Kirkin O’ the Tartans Service   

Sunday, October 10, 2021 

 Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies will hold a “Kirkin O’ the Tartans” service on 

Sunday, October 10 during 10:00 am worship. The Presbyterian Church is the Church of 

Scotland, but whether you are Protestant or Catholic, come join us for this special service 

celebrating our Scottish heritage. 

This distinctly Scottish-American service originated 

during the Second World War by Rev. Marshall as 

a prayer service at New York Avenue Presbyterian 

Church to raise funds for the British war relief 

effort. One of his sermons was titled, “The Kirkin 

O’ the Tartans,” and from that point on it became 

an American tradition in the Presbyterian Church. 

 So put on your plaid and join us for this celebration of our Scottish heritage.   
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Sunday worship  

September 19, 2021 

The Rev. Chris Davis 

Michelle Gergen-Wisner, Pianist 

Sunday, September 26 

Rev. Bruce Brackman,  

guest preacher 
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 “For the past 35+ years, caring 

ministry has been a hallmark 

of our Christian faith community. 

It is at the heart of all we do.  

 Let us know if we can be of help."  

 Your PCCR Stephen Ministers 

What My Grandmothers Taught Me Lesson 2 

PW Bible Study – October 18 

 We encourage all women of the church to consider joining in this year’s interesting PW Bible 
Study, titled What My Grandmothers Taught Me.  Last month we talked about the importance of 
family and how they help shape our sense of identity, with the lesson based on Matthew 1.  This 

month we move on to the story of Tamar, which will take us into the world of a powerless but resourceful 
outsider.  Lesson 2, which is based on Genesis 38, can be found on page 21 of the study book.  Bonnie 
Vanderveen will be our able leader and she has asked us to bring a photo of your bridal party, or that of a family 
member.   

   We are going to try something different in our format, a hybrid meeting.  Some of the participants of the Bible 
Study will meet in the fellowship hall of the church, while others will be connected to the meeting via Zoom.  
Some committees of the church have been able to do this successfully, so hopefully you will have the option to 
either meet on Zoom or in person.  We will follow the mask recommendations of the church at the time of the 
meeting.  It would be helpful, but not required, for you to let me know ahead of time whether you plan to 
attend in person or via Zoom (jk@daughertys.us).  Those on Zoom would be able to participate in the discussion, 
just as those will who are in person.  This first time may require an extra bit of patience, but it will also allow 
those who are unable to participate via Zoom to attend 
in person if they so choose.  We will not have food to 
share, but you are welcome to bring food and a drink if 
you wish.    

   If you have not yet picked up a study book, they are still 
available in the church office.  Even if you are unable to 
attend the meetings, you might want to pick up a study 
book to read on your own.  The cost of the books is $10 
and can be placed in Carolyn Hull’s church mailbox, 
clearly labeled for PW Study Book.   

   Information for logging into Zoom    

PW October Circle Meeting  

Monday, October 18, 2021 

Gather at 11:30 am; Lesson at 12:00 noon 

 Join Zoom Meeting:   

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634 

 Meeting ID: 935 2028 0634       Passcode: 80517 

 Or Dial by telephone:  1-346-248-7799    

 PW meets on 3rd Monday monthly. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634
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Session Highlights  ~   September 2021 

 Received the report of the Health Advisory Team and determined that no changes would be made in current Covid-19 

protocols. All who enter the church building will be asked to wear masks at all times.  Zoom and live-streaming 
options will be available for worship service and committee meetings. 

 Decided to postpone the Autumn Harvest Festival until it was safer for larger gatherings. 

 Learned that Grace and Grub has cancelled all gatherings until next summer when they can have outside 
events again. 

 Acknowledged Robert Sherrod who has been serving as Deacon Liaison but will be moving to Texas for the 
winter months and will be unable to continue in that position. 

 Approved several changes to the PCCR Foundation Bylaws/Policies to clarify procedures for managing 
requests from Session to the Foundation for expenditures of money.   

 Reviewed proposed changes to the PCCR Bylaws.  These will be voted on at the October Session meeting.   

 Accepted with regret the resignation of Sherry Unruh from Session and as chairperson of Membership and 
Hospitality Committee.  

 Voted to welcome new member Sue Dallam who is transferring membership to PCCR from Iowa City, IA. 

 Approved a request from Columbarium Committee to allow former pastor of PCCR Melvin Kessinger and his 
wife Gloria to be inurned in the Columbarium wall. 

 Heard from the Church Nominating committee that they are still seeking members to serve as Elders on 
Session.  Volunteers should contact Evelyn Wilson. 

Deacon Highlights  ~  September 2021 

 Verlene Thorp, co-moderator, opened the meeting in the church library. 

 Robert Sherrod gave the devotion.  He read an interview with Billy Graham’s daughter, Ann.  She was 
answering the question about what is wrong with the United States today.  She feels that too many have 
turned away from putting God at the center of our lives. 

 Robert reported on the last Session meeting. 

 Eleven cards were sent to members facing challenges. 

 The Sunshine Committee took one meal to a member in this past month.  One Be Better Basket was 
delivered.   

 Verlene reported on the reception held after the service for Mary Pridey on September 4.  Another reception 
is planned for October 2 after a service for Phyllis Thomas. 

 For communion, Judy Portman provides the grape juice and bread which is placed on the communion table.  
Individual elements will continue to be used for the congregation.   

 Plans are underway for sending remembrances to college student for Christmas. 

 Robert gave the closing prayer. 



 11 

 

Financial Information August 2021 
 

  August January to August Year to Date—Budget  

 Total Revenues $28,143 $306,016 $248,509 

 Total Expenses $25,785 $253,859 $275,263 

 Net Total $2,358 $52,157 -$26,754 

 Revenues include SBA PPP Forgiveness $49,585  
 

Journeys 
 This fall, Journeys will be meeting each Sunday morning via Zoom.  You can use the link below to join the 

meeting.  The Zoom session opens at 8:15 each Sunday, with the program starting promptly at 8:30.  The class 
adjourns at 9:45.  All are welcome. 

 The current study is based on the popular Living the Questions video series.  The videos include presentations 
by thirty scholars and theologians. 

 The schedule for October is: 
  3-Oct  Taking the Bible Seriously 
  10-Oct  Thinking Theologically 
  17-Oct  Stories of Creation 
  24-Oct  Lives of Jesus 
  31-Oct  A Passion for Jesus: Paul 
The Zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09 
Meeting ID: 845 741 2756 and Passcode: 80517 (only if necessary) 

Crossroads Ministry Announces Vintage 2021 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 

 

This annual October fundraising event has returned and will be held on Sunday, October 24 from 4-7 p.m. 

Vintage 2021, sponsored by the Dunraven Inn, is the major fundraising event for Crossroads Ministry.  Andy 

Morgan and his staff at the Dunraven Inn offer delicious food, desserts, and wine for those who attend.  It is a 
wonderful, sumptuous evening with music, mingling, and an opportunity to help this unique ministry succeed in its 
mission of “Practicing Christian love by providing basic human services to Estes Valley residents in need.”         
http://crossroadsep.org  

 

The Vintage Event tickets are now available from our church’s representative to the Crossroads Board of Directors, 
Betty Meyer.  Tickets cost $100 each and entitle you to entry into the party at the Dunraven’s new, much larger 
venue at the Estes Park Resort.   

There will be a live auction for valuable offerings, as well as the great food and wine, and fun with friends. 
Because of the generosity of Andy Morgan and his staff at the Dunraven Inn, 100% of the ticket price will go to 
support the programs of Crossroads Ministry, Inc. 

 

Call Betty Meyer at 970-586-3115 to purchase your tickets, or to learn more about Crossroads, or how to volunteer. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09
http://crossroadsep.org
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                                                Back Pew Creations  

 

For Immediate Release: 
      Contact: Ginger Wilkinson 

                     970-586-5275 

Pandemic powers people to pen a promising plot  

punctuated by a plethora of puns 
 

 Push the pandemic aside and get ready to laugh. (It’s about time!) During the many, many months of 
contending with face masks, shots, and social distancing some very creative minds got to work and 
wrote another knee-slapping, puns-a-fun, totally imaginary, modern day saga about the town of Estes 
Park. It’s the melodrama! Coming to a church near you (this one) in March!  

  What’s even better is you have an opportunity to be a part of this hilarious extravaganza.  

 “We need actors, actresses, and all kinds of volunteers to help pull this thing off,” said Back Pew 
Creations chair Ginger Wilkinson. “We have roles for eight women and five men in a script inspired by 
former church member Rich Mitchell and written by Nancy Thomas. We haven’t even locked in on a 
title for the play yet, but we will by performance time.”  

 Putting on a live theater production requires more than just actors on stage. “We’ll need help with 
the props, the sets, the lights, the backdrops, ticket-taking, popcorn and soda sales (if Covid permits) 
just to name a few of the jobs required,” said Wilkinson. She said tryouts for the various acting parts 
will be held on Sunday, January 9 at 4:00 p.m. and Monday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m.  

 “Anyone who has always wanted to be an actor on stage in a fun-filled play should come try out,” 
urged Wilkinson. “We’ll rehearse three nights a week, which we realize is a strong commitment by 
anyone, but we soon become like a family and have so much fun just being together you look 
forward to doing it every year.” 

 Mark your calendars now for the performances in Fellowship Hall March 11, 12, 18, and 19 at 7:00 
p.m. and at a 2:00 p.m. matinee on March 20.   

 Hint: The play focuses on modern day Estes Park and how it competes with a fictional town trying to 
steal its tourists and success. Rest assured there are plenty of puns and other word-plays sprinkled 
throughout the script.  

 Barb Cole and Christann Higley will be co-directing the play. Barb is a retired drama teacher and has 
directed the melodrama for years. Christann has been a director and regular performer in a long list 
of plays in the Estes Valley for many years.  

 Back Pew Productions plans to move forward with melodrama; however, there is a chance due to 
the uncertainty of COVID-19 it will need to be postponed. We will keep you informed of any changes 
as soon as possible. For now, however, we are operating under the time honored show business 
phrase: "the show must go on."   For more information, contact Ginger Wilkinson at 970-586-5275. 


