
   

March 2022 Newsletter 
Estes Park’s historic mainline Protestant congregation founded in 1907. 
 

Core Value:  The Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies is a 
Sacred Community formed around Jesus the Christ where we experience 
God’s presence in our lives and service together. Volume 10, Number 3 

 

 
 

JUBILEE! 
 

Jubilee is SABBATH REST 

Jubilee is HEALING 

Jubilee is JOY! 

 

Jubilee is a condensed version of Presbyterian Pilgrimage.   

It will be held April 22–24 at Highlands Presbyterian Retreat Center in Allenspark.   

It’s a chance to get away from stress and have others take care  

of the planning, cooking, tidying, bedmaking… 

Brochures and applications are in the narthex.   

Cost is $165 per person for Friday supper to Sunday afternoon at Highlands.   

Scholarships are available.   

For more information,  contact Kent or Betty Meyer at (970) 586-3115. 
 

Come be joyful with us! 
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PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  Monday 
through Thursday, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm; closed Fridays 

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Church Website:  pccrusa.org 

Church Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Chris Davis,  
414-690-4488, pastor@pccrusa.org 

Handbell Director:  Patti Dolezal, 
music@pccrusa.org 
 

Choir Director:  Rich Dixon 

Organist:  Larry Gillum 

Finance:  Carolyn Hull, 
finance@pccrusa.org 
 

Office Administrator:   
Terry Brigham, office@pccrusa.org 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter—whether it be your 
service in this church or providing a 
written article or photo.   

We appreciate your input! 

The April Newsletter deadline is 
Tuesday, March 22.  Please send 
your pictures and stories to Terry 
Brigham at: office@pccrusa.org       
Thanks! 

©
Contents copyright by the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the 
Rockies 2015-2022 and may not be used 
for any commercial purpose without 
written permission from PCCR. 

Worship Schedule  

 Worship in the Sanctuary: 

      March 2 — 12:00 noon, Ash Wednesday Service 

 March 6 — 10:00 am, Communion 
 March 13 —10:00 am, Daylight Savings Time Starts 
 March 20 — 10:00 am, Rev.  Bruce Brackman, preaching 
 March 27 — 10:00 am 
    

  The Rev. Chris Davis, pastor        Patti Dolezal, liturgist 
                  Larry Gillum, organist 
 View through Livestream service on our website: 

Open the website, https://pccrusa.org on the Home page. 
The livestream player is to the right, below the opening pictures. 
The player will automatically start when the service begins. 

Sunday Bulletin:  The current worship bulletin appears directly 
below the livestream and video recordings box.  Simply click on 
“View Bulletin”. 

 Join Zoom online:  https://zoom.us/j/86165181814 
  Meeting ID: 861 6518 1814  Password: 80517 
  Or call in by telephone:    1-346-248-7799    

Paper copies of the newsletter 
are available in the narthex. 

Sanctuary Flowers for Worship 

 Many thanks to Donn and Sylvia Adams for providing the beautiful 
flowers on Sunday, February 20 in honor of the Marshall fire 
victims.  Prior to the Covid shutdowns, we had a wonderful tradition 
of church members providing flowers for Sunday worship in honor 
or in memory of someone special, or for some special event or 
occasion.  It’s time to bring back that tradition in full force! 

 If you would like to provide flowers for worship, call Terry at the 
church office, or email office@pccrusa.org to sign up for a Sunday 
and specify the wording for the bulletin announcement.  Please 
notify the office at least a week or more ahead! 

 After the service you can take the flowers to cheer up a friend, 
family member, or your own home.   

Flowers may be ordered and 
purchased from The Enchanted 
Florist, 176 S. St. Vrain Avenue, by 
calling 586-2663.  They will deliver 
your flowers to the sanctuary on the 
Saturday before the service.   

Or you may bring your own flowers 
the morning of worship. 

Thanks to all for your generous 
support in beautifying our worship 
service. 

https://pccrusa.org/
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 March 2022 

 Message from Pastor Chris Davis . . . 

 We live in a world of YouTube self-help videos, Amazon 
orders, Uber Eats, and last but not least, good old-fashioned 
fast-food drive thru’s. In our fast-paced world, Lenten 
traditions seem like ancient practices that are out of step with 
the current age. Lent promises no immediate result, no 
instant answer, no dazzling communication from on high. 
Rather, Lent is a call to disciplined inquiry and patient 
searching after the presence of God. 

 Often Lent is presented as more about self-denial than self-
fulfillment. Lent is the opportunity for the church to test, 
reflect, give-up and give-in as a means to discover God’s 
presence, purpose and power. Is there still a place for self-denial and delayed gratification in our age and 
church? Can we find ourselves by losing ourselves, by denying ourselves?  

 In the coming days and weeks leading up to Easter morning I invite you to join me on a Lenten journey of 
testing, reflecting, giving-up and giving-in to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. Throughout Lent, 
PCCR will provide opportunities to join others on this journey. We will worship together on Sundays and on 
certain holy days such as Ash Wednesday (March 2 at 12 noon) and Maundy Thursday (April 14 at 7 p.m.); we 
will offer our financial gifts as we support the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering; and we will commune in 
fellowship together in Fellowship Hall, in Bible studies and committee meetings. But what happens in 
between these times, in between our corporate worship together? The Lenten journey is still going on; are 
we still participating? 

 One possibility I have reflected on regarding my Lenten journey, is the concept of Sabbath. The Hebrew 
meaning of Sabbath is to cease, to desist, or to rest.  The people of the Old Testament took the seventh day 
of creation seriously; there were times of hard work, but also times to rest, to notice God’s work in their lives.  
In Exodus 20:10 the Hebrew Scriptures read “But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall 
not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns.” 

 Taken seriously, Sabbath is countercultural. Instead of doing, its focus is on being. This Lenten season I invite 
you to join me on a Sabbath journey and rebel against our culture of high-speed internet and Amazon Prime 
and even drive-up windows and take time each day for quiet prayer and meditation; find time each day to 
“waste” with God. Take at least a five minute Sabbath each day to spend with yourself and your Creator. 

 Although Lent is a season of reflection and ancient prayer, it is a wonderful time to experiment. It consists of 
40 days, not including Sundays, that you could explore new ways to “waste time” with loved ones, with 
yourself, and with God. This Lenten journey let us stop giving things up and instead “give-in” to the life 
changing and awesome power of God. May this Lenten season be one of surprise, hope, and discovery as we 
walk the path toward Jerusalem and the empty tomb on Easter Morning.  

  In Christ’s Faithful Service, 

 Pastor Chris 
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Seeds For Malawi 

      As the pandemic begins to ease, the chance of a trip to Malawi grows!  Jim and Carol Nussbaumer are 
beginning to think they may actually go in the fall and that means they can take vegetable seeds to the 
Embangweni School for the Deaf!  The gardens have been functioning well during the pandemic, but 
teachers frequently “remind” us how much they like the American seeds.  We invite you to join in the garden 
project and donate a packet or two of seeds for us to carry over to Malawi in the fall. Seeds can be given to 
the Nussbaumers or left in the container by the Mission bulletin board.   

 Please choose from the list below, which are things proven to be enjoyed by the students. 
•  Carrot  (these rarely get to the kitchen as the kids eat them straight out of the garden!) 
•     Swiss chard 
•     Pumpkin (not the Jack-O-Lantern variety) 
•     Tomato 
•     Spinach 
•     Cabbage (no lettuce as it has very little food value and raw greens are rarely eaten) 
•     Beans (pinto, kidney, black.  Green beans are not grown or eaten much) 
•     Melon (cantaloupe, watermelon.  If possible, non-hybrid so the seeds will breed true later) 
•     Squash 

  Do Not Donate:  beets, radish, peppers, lettuce, broccoli, eggplant.  They will not be eaten and will just go to 
waste. 

 

  The Embangweni school garden project was started in 2015 as a way to provide food for the students as 
costs increased and governmental support decreased. It was a learning curve at first as we worked to keep 
chickens out (they loved fresh sprouts!) and later to solve the issue of villagers helping themselves to the 
ripe produce. During the pandemic, funding was found to provide a very tall and sturdy fence with a lock on 
the gate as well as providing a garden hose.  Wow!  The kids had never seen such a thing and were so 
excited to not have to carry buckets of water twice a day to the garden. The Malawi Dep’t of Agriculture 
helped the school develop two composting pits and now the expense of fertilizer is much reduced.  In 2021 
the garden project manager began to work toward succession planting which now provides fresh vegetables 
year round.  Added to maize harvested from a 4 acre plot near the school, Embangweni Primary School for 
Deaf now is able to feed its 200 learners for much of the year. 

 
Embangweni Primary School for the Deaf student 
vegetable garden.  This area was planted in January and 
was about ready to harvest in mid-February. 
The buildings in the near background are four of the 
classroom blocks with teacher houses in the distance. 
  

  

 Embangweni Primary School for the Deaf student 
garden. Pumpkins along the fence; plants ready to 
harvest in the back.  The dirt area is being planted 
as the other is harvested so there is a steady flow 
of vegetables.  In the distance is the Embangweni 
Secondary School for the Deaf; on the right 
beyond the fence are the Primary School 
Vocational Education buildings. 
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Afghan Family Resettles in Colorado 

 We recently learned that churches in our presbytery are working together to sponsor an Afghan refugee family 
that left Kabul in August to become residents of Lafayette, Colorado. The co-sponsoring churches are Central 
Presbyterian Church in Longmont and St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Boulder. There are nine people in the 
Afghan family, including the mother, two sons and a daughter, along with their spouses and children. The 
mother’s husband and another son were separated during the chaos of evacuating from Afghanistan.  

 The family left Kabul with almost nothing but the clothes on their backs. The initial work of resettling them was 
done by Lutheran Family Services, which has experience in resettling individuals and families in the United 
States. St. Andrew and Central Longmont have stepped in to assume sponsorship of the family.  

 St. Andrew and Central Longmont have created a sponsorship team of members from both congregations to 
help the family navigate health and social services, school enrollment, the local economy, immigration, housing, 
and employment. Volunteers support learning English and provide transportation. The family has not yet 
received work permits but has lined up work at King Soopers for when they have the necessary authorization. 

 The churches have also established a support fund for the family. Your Mission and Outreach Committee has 
sent a $1,000 donation to the fund and will continue to keep in touch with Central Longmont for additional 
contributions as may be required.  

 In any case, please pray for this 
Afghan family during their difficult 
transition and pray for the family 
members and loved ones who 
have not yet made it out of 
Afghanistan. 

 Additional information is available 
on the Central Longmont website. 
Here’s a convenient link. 

 If you are interested in 
volunteering with the sponsorship 
team, please contact 
jennifer@centralongmont.net at 
Central Longmont.  

https://centralongmont.net/mission-earth-care/mission-outreach
mailto:jennifer@centralongmont.net


 6 

The maize crop in a classroom 

The First Days in Lent 
Ash Wednesday | March 2 

 

By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return 

to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and 

to dust you shall return. — Genesis 3:19 

 

 

 

 

Repent and believe 

Growing up, having foreheads smudged with burnt palm ashes was something my Catholic and Anglican friends 

did. We didn’t do it in the Congregational church of my childhood nor in the Presbyterian church I attended as a 

teen. Yet I was intrigued by the practice, mostly by how my friends seemed different once they sported smudges 

that looked more like abstract art rather than the crisp crosses they were meant to be. The brazen was subdued. 

The bully was quieted. The confident turned uncharacteristically awkward. It was as if suddenly the world could 

see their frailty. It made me relieved that I didn’t get ashes. I outgrew that relief, and now embrace Ash 

Wednesday’s somber reminder, echoed in the words from Genesis that accompany the ash crosses: Remember, 

from dust you come and to dust you return. Remember. We are not our own. We belong to God, and one day we 

will return to God. 

There’s an alternate phrase that can be said when imposing ashes: Repent and believe in the Gospel. I prefer that 

to the mention of dust, for the “repent” spurs me to reorient my life and take seriously the Gospel’s message of 

love. And each year, as I feel the grit of the ash against my skin, I think of another cross once placed on our 

foreheads. The one that made us squirm and squeal as infants: the watery baptismal cross marking us as God’s 

beloveds. One day, our baptisms will be made complete at the time of our death. Till then, Ash Wednesday 

comes, reminding us time is slipping by. Inwardly we squirm. Silently we squeal. The smudge is made. The 

question is asked: When life is over, have I done my best to love as Christ loved? 

Pray 

Redeeming God, we remember this day the fragility of our lives. We remember that through all our days, we 

belong to you. May we return to you and learn this Lent to truly love the world you created. In Jesus’ name, we 

pray. Amen. 

 

Ponder 

What would others say about how you have lived your life for Christ? How do you currently show the love of Christ 

to others? Where can you do better? 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” — Matthew 25:34 

 

~ By The Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson, editor of Presbyterians Today 
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Ecumenical Message from Fr. Seth Richmond, 
Priest at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in Estes Park 

 
Last night I prayed for the people of Ukraine and particularly for a convent of nuns and the people 
fleeing there for shelter. Of course, this was just a small part of a much larger concern; all of the 
children, families, lives being torn apart and discarded for reasons that have no place in the human 
family.  

After praying for a bit, I felt the need to pray more profoundly and asked how I might do this. I 
suspect all who read this carry heartfelt concern, not just for Ukraine, but for all the difficulties and 
tragedies that plague the human race and the earth. We are living in desperate times. How do we 
intercede? 

Of course, you know I am a priest, I have traditions that guide me, but what about my friends that I 
love so dearly, but don’t share my faith? Do I believe their desires for the welfare of the world are 
any less than mine, or any less intense? Of course not. If anything I see a more profound concern (to 
my discredit). 

So, how to pray? How to touch and influence the force of life toward the good? Many of my friends 
speak of energy. Yes! I believe this deeply. Are we not all connected through the force of life that 
runs through all creation; are we not all infused, and hence, connected by the same spirit or energy? 
And if so, can we not commune and participate in its consistent movement toward life and health, 
beauty and peace? Is hatred or destruction a part of what unites the universe or the hearts of 
children or creatures or mountains or fields? Of course not. 
So how do we offer ourselves to the world for good? How do we influence the balance of harmony 
and disharmony? My experience is humble, but I have sought to devote my life to these things, so I 
offer a few ideas for your consideration.  

For some these thoughts may seem odd, but knowing you, and so many, I think not. First, in seeking 
to intercede, or help the planet along the path of its intention, we must be deliberate. We must 
devote intentional time and energy to this gift which we offer. Sit down and focus with all you have. 
Listen to the heartbeat of life. Allow yourself to touch and be touched by life itself. This may take 
great time or perhaps not. Feel it. Befriend it. If you can do this, you are close to your desire. It is in 
you. So close. Closer than your own ideas and thought. It is the life force of all. If you can sense this 
energy, and even if you can’t, send it with your concern toward the places that need healing, help, 
compassion and aid. Implore it to manifest relief and new life to places that are oppressed and 
desperate. This takes great effort. It is sacrificial.  

We share in the gift of life. We can also use our life to expand life to places where it has been abused 
by greed or callus, anything that does not flow in harmony with life. Use this gift to seek to influence 
the darkest places. Focus it on those whom you see as sources of evil. Don’t be sucked into the web 
of hate. Love your enemies by showering them with light. Of course, you don’t like them, so shed life 
through your spirit to help transform them.  

We need to take the offensive in putting real life and love into our world. Sometimes it takes action 
and protest, but it also takes spirit and self-transformation. 
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What My Grandmothers Taught Me  

PW Circle Meeting & Bible Study, Lesson 7 – March 2022 

On Monday, March 21, Karen Daugherty will lead the study on Mary, the mother of Jesus, which 
starts on page 61 of our study book.  Mary’s story is of a young girl in danger of complete disgrace.  
Her experience of motherhood includes a bewildering birth, a risky escape as a refugee, and a 

message from prophets that warns of the death of her son.  She meets these difficulties with thoughtfulness and 
steadfastness.  The study is based on Matthew 1:18-2:23.    

 We hope you can join us as we take a fresh look at a 
centuries old story.  The lesson will begin at 12 noon, but 
you are welcome to join the Zoom session at 11:30 a.m. 
to chat with other members of the group before the 
lesson begins.   

 Instructions for joining Zoom   

 If you would like a study book or have a question about 

joining via Zoom feel free to contact Karen Daugherty 

(312-810-3671 or jk@daughertys.us).     

PW March Circle Meeting  

Monday, March 21, 2022 

Gather at 11:30 am; Lesson at 12:00 noon 

 Join Zoom Meeting:   

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634 

 Meeting ID: 935 2028 0634       Passcode: 80517 

 Or Dial by telephone:  1-346-248-7799    

 PW meets on 3rd Monday monthly. 

 Why Give a Pledge to Presbyterian Women? 

 In February, pledge letters were distributed to all women who are members and friends of the Presbyterian 

Community Church of the Rockies.  This is an opportunity for the women of our church, regardless of whether 

or not they attend the PW Bible Study, to support the ongoing mission and ministry of Presbyterian Women.  

Your pledge helps support the denomination’s evangelism, church planting, education, and justice work as 

well as ministry to children, youth, older adults, new immigrants, rural, urban and suburban populations 

across the United States and around the world.   

 The support from our church is divided among Presbyterian Women churchwide, in the Synod and in the 

Presbytery. Our local PW pledge to these missions is $1,750.  At the end of each year, we also give to local 

organizations, focusing on helping those groups that provide support to women and children in the Estes 

Valley.  Your pledge ensures that our caring community of women can continue its witness to the promise of 

God’s kingdom.  We are truly grateful for your generous support. 

  During March, Adult Bible Study Class will continue the study of the Book of Matthew  
 (from a Jewish perspective), culminating with four lectures on “Passion and Resurrection.”   

 We meet at 8:30 a.m. in the Lounge each Sunday morning, and welcome all who want to 
deepen their understanding of the historic foundations of our Faith.  Each lecture stands 
alone; come once or every week as you are able. 

 For more information, contact Carol Nussbaumer 586-2437 or carol@nussbaumers.net 

mailto:jk@daughertys.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93520280634
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Session Highlights  ~  February 2022 

 Heard a report from Presbytery regarding Highlands Camp.  Plans are in progress for restructuring the 
leadership staff at the camp, and to have youth camps in the summer of 2022. 

 Held lengthy discussion regarding the requirement for wearing masks in the church.  Passed a motion to 
eliminate the mask mandate and make it optional for individuals when inside the building.   

 Reviewed the process for electing a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) to conduct a search for an installed 
pastor for PCCR.  A committee has been appointed to begin writing the Church Mission Study which will 
need to be approved by Session, then by the Committee on Ministry at Presbytery.  Following that approval 
a PNC may be elected and begin the search process. 

 Membership and Hospitality committee is planning the All Church Picnic for July 10 at the Marina.  
Depending on the status of Covid, they may be able to have a luncheon following worship on Palm Sunday.   

 Mission and Outreach committee is participating, along with St. Andrew’s church in Boulder and Central 
Church in Longmont, in an effort to support Afghan refugees. 

 Worship and Music committee is renewing the program for providing flowers in the sanctuary for worship 
services.   

 Noted that Ash Wednesday services are scheduled for March 2, and Maundy Thursday services will be on 
April 13.   

 Changed the March Session meeting from March 21 to March 28 because Pastor Chris will be out of town 
on the 21st.   

Deacon Highlights  ~  February 2022 

 Monthly meetings of the Board of Deacons are continuing to be held in person and Zoom. 

 Deacons will help with the meeting of Presbytery on August 27. 

 Four cards were sent to members.  The cardmaking group offered to make some cards. 

 Plans for Sunshine Meals were made. 

 Responsibilities were reviewed. 

 Memorial Reception for Joan Shoemaker will be Saturday, June 18. 

 Class of 2024 Deacons are to arrange with Peter Plaut for their photograph for bulletin board. 

 Update on Harriet Irwin (former PCCR Deacon): 

 The church recently received word that Harriet is doing very well!   In mid-December Harriet 
moved to Orlando, Florida to be near her son and is now in an assisted living facility 
there.  She is thoroughly enjoying the warmer weather and has become more active in her 
new location.  

 If you would like to write or send a card to Harriet (which she would love), here is her 
address: 

  Harriet Irwin 
  1061 Tomyn Blvd. #223    
  Ocoee, FL  34761 
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Financial Information January 2022 
 

  January  Year to Date Year to Date—Budget  

 Total Revenues $44,597 $44,597 $30,507 

 Total Expenses $25,984 $25,984 $35,428 

 Net Total $18,613 $18,613 -$4,921 

 

 Can You Help? 

 Our church has an established Facebook site, but we need help maintaining it and posting updates.  Who 

knows?  By sharing news of our church, worship services, and social events we just might 

provide the connection someone needs.   

 Facebook is one way we can provide an outreach ministry, inviting others to be a part of our 

church family as well as keeping our own members informed.   

 If you would be willing to help, please contact Terry or Pastor Chris at the church office. 

Journeys 
 Journeys meets each Sunday morning via Zoom.    All are welcome. 

 During March, Journeys will be exploring two challenging topics.  We will start the month with a Sunday morning 
spent looking into ways to improve communication and understanding between evangelical and progressive 
Christians.  The discussion will be led by Rev. Barbara Yorks. 

 The following three Sundays will be devoted to breaking through the apparent contradiction of a loving God and 
a world that contains evil and so much suffering.  We will be led by Vince Brady, a retired Christian educator. 

 The schedule is: 
  March 6 Finding Common Ground between Evangelical & Progressive Christians, led by Rev. Barbara Yorks 
  March 13 Evil, Suffering & A Love of God, led by Christian educator Vince Brady 
  March 20 Evil, Suffering & A Love of God, led by Christian educator Vince Brady  
  March 27 Evil, Suffering & A Love of God, led by Christian educator Vince Brady 

 You can use the link below to join the meeting.  The Zoom session opens at 8:15 each Sunday, with the program 
starting promptly at 8:30.  We adjourn at 9:45. 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09 
Meeting ID: 845 741 2756 and Passcode: 80517 (only if necessary) 

Bruce and Lois Ellingwood are very grateful 
to everyone for the prayers, cards, good 
wishes, and offers to help at the time of his 
surgery and during recovery.   

We would like to thank our church family for 
all the loving support we received while we 
were in the hospital and during our recovery.  
Your prayers, phones calls, emails, cards, and 
meals have meant so much to us.   

We truly appreciate it!    
 Randy and Terry Brigham 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8457412756?pwd=UG5OWk5yV1R2b1lCVmtENnUxTCtlUT09
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 Order Easter Flowers for  the Sanctuary 

 In celebration of Easter, you can help fill the Sanctuary 

with fresh bright color when you purchase flowers, or 

donate to One Great Hour of Sharing in honor or in 

memory of loved ones.   

 Order forms will be available in the Sunday bulletins on March 27, April 3, 

and April 10, or in the church office.  The flowers are $15 each.  Checks 

can be made out to Presbyterian Community Church of  the Rockies 

(PCCR) with a note in the memo stating Spring flowers or One Great Hour 

of Sharing.   

 The deadline for ordering flowers is April 11, 2022. 

 All gifts will be acknowledged in the bulletin on Easter morning. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjbi_q_s4HSAhXB24MKHfXCAbUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Fdfada74fe724eb104bc3fefdc44554ae91239694%2Fclipart-easter-cross.html&psig

