
   

August 2018 Newsletter 
Estes Park’s historic mainline Protestant congregation founded in 1907. 
 

Core Value:  The Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies is a 
Sacred Community formed around Jesus the Christ where we experience 
God’s presence in our lives and service together. Volume 6, Number 8 

Calling All PCCR Folks!!! 

 The Membership and Hospitality Committee needs your help in a big way.   

 As most of you know, our mission is to embrace all new people walking 
through the doors of PCCR and to help them to find a church home.  
Many times recently, it has been a very easy fit.  Unfortunately, though, many 
of our new acquaintances and even new members have told us they are struggling 
because they don’t know who WE are.  Our Committee knows them but they don’t know us.   

 Therein lies our need for help.  We are asking that our congregation locate their nametags on the 
nametag tree immediately outside the sanctuary door.  Please put them on proudly and wear them 
during the service and especially during our after-church Fellowship Hour.   Then merely place them on 
the nametag tree as you leave.   

 Evidently, it is very frustrating to potential new members to have absent nametags when they are trying 
to put names to faces.  It’s a small but mighty thing we can do to help visitors get to know us.   

 Please help us gather some new acquaintances and potential members by wearing your church 
nametags every Sunday for a while. Our hope is that when our visitors see that we ALL have nametags, 
they will feel more at home.  

Picnic to Pies 

 Hospitality and Membership Committee sure hopes that everyone attending the All-Church Picnic had a great time 
and lest anyone thinks this committee lets grass grow under their feet, let us squash that thought.  We are already 
getting ready for still another PCCR Tradition. 

 On August 19th we are ready to host our annual Pie Social immediately after worship.  We will do some serious hymn 
singing and socializing in the heat of the summer with pie and ice cream so… 

Bake or Buy…Bring a Pie! 

 And join us for still another terrific PCCR event for our whole congregation.  Mark your calendars now and feel free 
to bring your houseguests, because we all know it’s August and everyone is trying to beat the heat and you have 
some. 

  ~ Sherry Unruh, Chair, Membership and Hospitality Committee  
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PCCR Directory 

Office Hours:  
Monday - Thursday 8:30 to 3:30, 
Friday  Closed  

Office Phone:  970-586-4404 

Disciples 

All who seek to follow Jesus 

Church Staff 

Minister:  Rev. Michael Moore 
Ext. 1   pastor@pccrusa.org 

Hand Bell Director:  Patti Dolezal 
Ext.  5   music@pccrusa.org 
 

Choir Director:  Rich Dixon, Ext. 5 
 

Organist:  Larry Gillum, Ext. 5 

Organist Emeritus: Ray Young 
 

Finance:  Carolyn Hull, Ext. 3     
finance@pccrusa.org 
 

Office Coordinator:   
Terry Brigham, Ext. 4       
office@pccrusa.org 
 

Sexton:  Sergio Aguilera Conejo, 
Ext. 6         sergio@pccrusa.org 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter—whether it be your 
service in this church, providing a 
written article or photo, or folding 
and assembling the finished product.  
We appreciate your input! 

Worship Schedule 

August 5 — Communion, 10:00 a.m. (Morning Prayer Service, 8:00 
a.m.) 
Preaching:  Rev. Michael Moore       
Liturgist:  Jan Boatman 
Chancel Choir:  “O Clap Your Hands”   Vaughan 
Organist:  Larry Gillum 
Greeters:  Jim and Joanne White 
Fellowship Hosts:  Journeys Class 
 

August 12 — 10:00 a.m.  (No Morning Prayer Service) 
Preaching:   Rev. Bruce Brackman  
Liturgist:  Patti Dolezal 
Chancel Choir:  “Children of the Heavenly Father”   Nelson 
Organist:  Larry Gillum 
Greeters:  John and Dona Cooper 
Fellowship Hosts:  Back Pew Creations 
 

August 19 — 10:00 a.m.  (Morning Prayer Service, 8:00 a.m.) 
Preaching:  Rev. Michael Moore       
Liturgist:  Lois Ellingwood 
Chancel Choir:  “I Thank My God”   McDermid 
Organist:  Beverly Nicholas  
Greeters:  Jack and Jan Boatman 
Fellowship Hosts:  Chancel Bells 
 

August 26 — 10:00 a.m.  (Morning Prayer Service, 8:00 a.m.) 
Preaching:  Rev.  Michael Moore 
Liturgist:  TBD 
Chancel Choir:  “Psalm 121”  Howard 
Organist:  Larry Gillum 
Greeters:  Roger and Verlene Thorp 
Fellowship Hosts:  Contemporary Christian Writers 
 

August 27 — 4:15 p.m. Communion Service at Good Samaritan 

JOURNEYS CLASS will take a six-week summer hiatus beginning in August 

and then resume meeting after the Labor Day weekend on Sunday mornings at 
8:30 in the church library.    
 

 
 
 
 

The September Newsletter 
deadline is Tuesday, August 21.  
Please send your pictures and 
stories to Terry Brigham at: 
office@pccrusa.org       Thanks! 

©
Contents copyright by the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the 
Rockies 2015-2018 and may not be used 
for any commercial purpose without 
written permission from PCCR. 

    Grace and Grub  

For fun, friendship, laughter, fellowship, and good 
food, join the Grace and Grub group on the 4th 
Monday in August at 4:30 pm at the Sprague Lake 
picnic area.   

Hotdogs, buns, condiments, and table service are 
provided (donations accepted).  Bring your own drinks 
and a dish to share.  Also bring chairs if you wish. 

Contact:  Joy Holcomb, 970-586-9600 



 3 

August 2018 

 From Pastor Michael Moore… 

I have been in conversation with several individuals following our 

Inquiry Class, which was held on Sunday, July 8th immediately after 

worship. The class was well attended, and it was a joy to meet with 

people who are interested in joining our church family. I believe that 

several of the attendees were ready to become members of the 

church at the end of the class, and would likely have done so had we 

been better prepared.  So, we are tweaking the process a bit and 

here is what it will look like in the future. 

We will be holding a quarterly Inquiry/New Member Orientation 

following worship on Sunday morning. All are welcome to attend the 

gatherings. You can learn more about PCCR, our Denomination, 

Mission/Outreach and Fellowship opportunities, and get answers to 

any other questions you might have. At the end of the gathering, there will be an opportunity for those 

who are interested to become members. You may join by Letter of Transfer from another church, by 

Reaffirmation of Faith, or by Baptism if you have never been baptized. We will have three of our church 

elders participate in these meetings so that they can provide additional information as needed and can act 

on behalf of the church leadership to accept new members. 

You can also call the church office and schedule an appointment with me to learn more about what it 

means to be a member of the Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies and to discuss any other faith 

questions you may have. 

This information will be included in a brochure that Terry and the Communications Committee are working 

on. I encourage you to share this information with anyone you know who may be interested in learning 

more about our church or who is interested in joining! 

Grace and Peace, 

Michael 

 

After nine years of being our church Sexton, 
Sergio Conejo has tendered his resignation.    
His last day was July 31.   

He has decided to embark on some new 
adventures and while his smiling presence will 
be missed, we wish him all the best in the next 
stage of his life! 
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Presbyterian Women (PW) of Community Church of the Rockies    
is gearing up to start our Circle Year.  All women of the congregation are 

automatically members of PW and are invited to our annual kick-off brunch on 

Monday, September 10 at 10:00 a.m.   

We will enjoy food and fellowship and participate in an 

overview of this year’s PW Bible Study – GOD’S 

PROMISE: I AM WITH YOU, published by PW Horizons 

Magazine.  We’ll study how God’s promise speaks to 

certain biblical characters and how it speaks to our 

own circumstances.  Our study books have been 

ordered and will be available at the brunch.   

The PW Board will provide the brunch.  No reservations are necessary. 
 

All members and friends of PCCR are invited to participate in the PW Horizons Bible 

Study Circle.  We meet at the church at 11:30 a.m. on the third Monday of each 

month.  Bring a sack lunch, if you wish.   

Our first meeting will be on September 17, the Monday following the kick-off brunch.  

If you have questions, call Kathleen Black (577-0854) or Ginny Thompson (577-1786).   

Church Family Picnic on Sunday, July 15 at Lake Estes Marina 

Ray Young planted this tree 30 years ago in 
memory of his son, Mark. Unfortunately, the 
tree died recently and was removed to make 
way for planting a new one . 

                 CROP Walk for Hunger 

 The Estes Park CROP Walk for Hunger will be Sunday, September 16 starting at 

 1:00 p.m. The walk begins at the south side of the Estes Park Visitors Center (south 

 of Highway 34) and goes around Lake Estes.  You may sign up to walk or sponsor a 

 walker.  For more information, contact Pete Vanderveen, 970-586-0578. 



 5 

How My Foundation Contribution Is Being Managed 

The Foundation Committee oversees the monies and reports to the PCCR session. This committee is comprised of six 

church members who have financial backgrounds. Each member serves a three year term which can be renewed for 

one additional term. In addition to the committee, the 20/20 Visioning committee raises monies for the Foundation and 

is comprised of approximately twelve church members. 

The Foundation assets are professionally managed in a diversified portfolio by First National Bank of Boulder. First 

National invest the monies with direction from the Foundation Committee. The primary investment goals are 

preservation of capital and capital appreciation. Currently, the assets are allocated to approximately 60% stocks and 

20% bonds and 10% cash. Since inception in 2008, the fund has returned, after management expenses of 1%, an 

average of 9.96%. This is about 1.5% above the expected return.  

Thanks to the generosity of the membership, in concert with prudent investment practices, the total Foundation assets 

are approximately $927,000 

In accord with the Foundation charter, monies may be used for any legitimate church expense except  salaries. To date, 

approximately $440,000 has been withdrawn from the Foundation for building maintenance and improvements. 

Examples of Foundation payments are carpeting of the sanctuary, painting of the church, new kitchen appliances, and 

organ refurbishing.  

Whenever monies are requested, several controls are in place . The Session and the Foundation Committee approve the 

expense and two people sign the request to First National. As President of the Foundation, no monies are transferred 

without my written approval.  

The church and the Foundation have just undergone a financial audit review. Thanks to our outstanding Financial 

Secretary, Carolyn Hull, I am proud to report that again, no deficiencies were found.  

As you can see, your representatives have taken many steps to earn the trust of our membership. We will continue to 

be transparent and, to the best of our ability, be excellent stewards of the Foundation assets. If any member of our 

congregation has any questions or suggestions on how we can improve, please let me know. My phone is 720-252-8560 

and my e mail is Iowajeepguy@gmail.com.   

Again, thanks to each of you for your past, present, and future support of the PCCR Foundation. Regardless of the size, 

every gift is equally important and greatly appreciated.  

 

Bob Holcomb 

President, PCCR Foundation 

Church 

Clean-Up 

Day in 

June 

mailto:Iowajeepguy@gmail.com
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A Note from Mission 
 

This year we are challenging our congregation to consider the question, “Who is a Missionary?” Each month we are 

highlighting a member of our congregation who is involved in the community and also a PC(USA) congregation that is 

trying new ways to be relevant to the world around them. 
 

Lisa Plaut is a member of the Mission Committee and has just taken over responsibility for our Just Coffee sales.  At 

the last Mission Committee meeting she spoke so passionately about her volunteer work at the Crossroads food 

pantry, we decided you should hear her story. 
 

What excites you about the Crossroads food pantry? 

Lisa:  The exciting thing about working in the food pantry at Crossroads is that it allows me to see my community as 

an extension of our congregation.  I see people all over our small town that I would like to help in small ways. 
 

What made you decide this is where you wanted to dedicate your time and gifts? 

Lisa:  I chose the food pantry because I like talking about food and nutrition.  My nursing background helps me to 

assess the overall health of clients and dream up dishes they can prepare from things in our shelves, refrigerator and 

freezer.  I also get to hear the stories of my neighbors. 
 

 

How do you sense that God has called you to do this? 

Lisa:  The people are the reason I volunteer at Crossroads.  I remember, for example, a very young pregnant woman 

who was living for the winter with her skinny, jittery, boyfriend in a motel with another couple.  She had a George 

Foreman cooker and a microwave – that’s it for cooking.  The food pantry was a big help for her.  As another example, 

during the Easter period, a woman came in needing assistance.  She had traveled across country in a moving van 

twice.  While our excellent caseworker, Eva Banuelos, helped the mother with her paperwork, four children popped 

out of the van.  Happily, the kids were clean and well nourished, wearing sweatshirts, jeans and sneakers warm 

enough for a blustery Spring day.  In her calm way, Eva gave them food and helped them to get to their destination in 

Ft. Collins.  Crossroads made a difference for that family. 
 

What would you like for others to know about Crossroads? 

Lisa:  I have so many stories I could tell about making a closer connection to people and hopefully contributing 

something meaningful.  Everyone deserves to be treated as a person of dignity and respect.  Crossroads Mission 

Statement is “Practicing Christian love by providing basic human services to Estes Valley residents in need.”  I see this 

every time I volunteer there. 
 

If you wish to learn more Lisa would love to share some of her experiences with you. 

 

The second part of this article will highlight a church in Hammondsport, a small town 

(population less than 700) in the Finger Lakes region of New York.  First Presbyterian 

Hammondsport is an even smaller church with a great big generous heart and a 

clear vision of their purpose.  With a membership of 17 folks, only 4 of whom are 

below retirement age, this congregation’s vision is to 

be a vibrant, active, caring community of believers 

that others can join in service of God’s world.  It is 

amazing what this tiny group of disciples 

accomplishes with the help of community recruits.   
 

For many years the church has hosted the Diaper 

Depot where young families can come for support in 

raising healthy, well-adjusted children.  So far in 2018 

they have distributed 28, 886 diapers!  The Diaper 

Depot has expanded over the years to include needed supplies for seniors on fixed 

incomes.  In addition, they host weekly Senior Luncheons through the Office of the 

Aging luncheon program.   
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A Note from Mission, continued 

The church also gives away over half, yes, over half, of their budget to local and 

world missions.  Although they pray that God’s plan is for their congregation to 

grow and prosper, they admit, 

however, in view of continued 

declining and aging membership that 

it may not happen.  
 

They have decided to build a legacy of 

ministry in the community based on 

expanding their current ministry.  They 

intend to build structures and 

coalitions that will insure that these 

ministries will continue on after the 

current members can no longer lead or participate in them, and also beyond 

such time in the future that God leads them to cease being a congregation. 
 

They are not giving up, but know that their ministry goes beyond the four 

walls of a building and is lived out through their hands and feet, Christ’s 

hands and feet, in the world. 

     

Looking Back to Look Ahead: 

A church timeline prepared by the congregation of the 

Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies 

To better project what our church must look like in the future, the congregation will track significant 
events in our church’s history and understand how they were related to changes in our culture, events 
in the world and nation, and events in the Estes Valley.  It should become obvious that our church has 
evolved in concert with and response to all of these things.  It will be easier to understand why we 
have come to be what we are.  Then, when we can guess how the culture and events we are likely to 
be involved with will change in the future, it will be easier for us to plan our own evolution. 

We will want to understand what the needs and desires of our community will be in the next 10 to 15 
years, and how our church can meet the needs of our congregation and the wider community down 
the road. 

We will meet in Fellowship Hall at 4:00 on Sunday afternoon, August 5, to fill in a timeline that starts 
several decades prior to the present time.  We plan to chart significant events and changes in the 
world and nation, the Estes Valley, the culture of the times, our denomination, and our church, up to 
the present time.  There will be opportunities to discuss possible timeline entries with groups 
interested in each of these topics prior to filling in the chart. 

It is important to have wisdom from a very wide variety of people in this activity.  Everyone in the 
congregation is invited to come, even if you want to just observe the process and join in the 
discussions.  It will be interesting. 
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Golf Outings 

The Mission and Outreach Committee of PCCR is pleased to announce that our fund-raising golf outings will continue 

in 2018!  For over 10 years, PCCR members Dr. Tom and Barby Nichol and many others coordinated a fund-raising golf 

outing to support the work of PC(USA) mission co-workers Dave and Sue Thomas, PCCR members who served with 

Presbyterian World Mission in México for over eleven years.  Since returning to their home in Estes Park in 2013, Dave 

and Sue have coordinated the golf events.  In 2015, a new event was successfully initiated: a miniature golf outing!  

Again this year, both the traditional golf outing and the mini-golf outing will be held on the same day — Sunday, 

September 9.  Members of the Mission and Outreach Committee will be helping with registration and logistics for 

both events, and in some cases, will be playing in the golf outings as well. 

Proceeds from both golf outings will again support PC(USA) denominational mission co-workers who serve with 

Presbyterian World Mission.  Rev. Sara Armstrong and her husband, Rusty Edmondson, have been serving in Peru 

since 2009.  Luta and Rev. Jeremy Garbat-Welch are serving in Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  Rusty Edmondson is 

planning to visit PCCR the weekend of September 8-9, to make a presentation following worship on Sunday, and to 

play in both the traditional and mini-golf outings. 

Played on the 9-hole Lake Estes Executive golf course, the traditional outing will start promptly at 2:00 p.m.  Golfers 

are encouraged to be at the course no later than 1:30 p.m. to receive a copy of the rules and some last-minute 

instructions.  Entry fees for the traditional golf outing are:  Individuals $40; Couples $75; Foursome $150; Children 

ages 9 to 18 $20.  Rental of either pull or motorized carts will be an extra charge, payable to the golf course. 

For the fourth year, the mini-golf outing will be held at the miniature golf course located on the grounds of the Estes 

Park Center-YMCA of the Rockies.  The course is just beyond the tennis courts, on the left side of the entrance road.  

The mini-golf outing will begin with a “shotgun start” promptly at 6:30 p.m.  Entry fees for the mini-golf outing are: 

$10; Couples $18; Children ages 9 to 18, $5; Under age 9, no fee. 

As in the past, there will be prizes in both events for the winning teams and special contests.  Sign-up will begin soon, 

so please SAVE THE DATE of Sunday, September 9! 

 

The winning team in PCCR’s 2017 miniature golf outing,   

L to R:  Dott Dewitz, Fran Jones, Betty Meyer, Kent Meyer. 

The winning team of last year’s traditional golf outing, 

with a “best ball” team score of 31 strokes, included     

(L to R): Robert Sherrod, Jan Alderman, Stan Osborne, 

Rod Unruh. 
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Deacon Highlights  ~  July 2018 

 The devotions were given by Harriet Irwin from the book, Whispers in the Wilderness by Erik Stensland.  She 
read the selection, “Waterfall.” 

 There was no report from Dave Evans from the Session because they did not meet in June. 

 Joys and Concerns were shared and greeting cards were signed to be sent to members and friends who are 
facing challenges in their lives. 

 The Sunshine Committee reported no meals sent during the past month.   

 Assignments for serving communion were given.   

 Communion was served on June 25 to 6 residents of Good Samaritan and 4 PCCR members attended. 

 There will be two memorial receptions in the coming weeks.  On July 14 at 10:30 there is a service for George 
Shoemaker and on July 28 at 11:00 there will be a service for Franklin Burke.   

 Matt Clough from Adult Protection presented a program for Stephen Ministers and Deacons preceding the 
Deacon meeting.  There was discussion of this valuable resource. 

Spend your Summer Holidays at Highlands . . . .  
     . . . . Your Place in the Mountains! 

     Labor Day Weekend:  August 31-September 3, 2018 

Rooms, which sleep up to 6 people, are $90 per night—the lowest rate to be offered in 2018.  
Meals available are breakfast: $8.50, lunch: $10.50 and dinner: $14. 

Summer fun . . . Canoeing, rock climbing, fishing, hiking, archery, star gazing, and campfires with s’mores can make this a special 
summer for your family! 

Session Highlights  ~  July 2018 

 Auditor Wendy Swanharst gave a presentation of the annual financial review and reported that all books are in 
proper order.  Carolyn Hull was commended for her good work. 

 Sherry Unruh was commissioned to go to the August 7 Presbytery Meeting in Sterling, Colorado 

 The monthly financial reports were accepted. 

 Revised job descriptions for staff were presented.  

 Sergio Conejo's resignation as sexton was received with regret. 

 The mission golf and mini-golf tournaments will be on Sunday, September 9.  Supported mission co-worker Rusty 
Edmonson will attend and also give a presentation following worship that morning. 

 Nancy Fox will give an uplifting presentation on July 22 following worship on the Presbyterian Church in the Middle 
East. 

 Upcoming fellowship events will be a Pie Social on August 19 and the Harvest Soup Festival on October 14. 

 The Membership Committee urges all members to wear their name tags on Sunday mornings. 

 A new kitchen use checklist was presented. 

 A first review of the Facility Use Policy was presented by Worship and Music committee. 

 For those who cannot attend worship, the anthem, scripture readings, and sermon can be found on the church 
website. 

 An update on the Strategic Planning process was presented.  The congregation is invited to attend an August 5 
meeting to share their stories and begin building a timeline. 

 The Session agreed to allow EPNRC (Estes Park Nonprofit Resource Center) to pursue options to be able to 
continue using space in our building. 

 Next Session meeting will be on August 20. 
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Back Pew Creations Announces  

the 2019 Melodrama Productions  

Before you know it, the stage will be up and popcorn and puns will be flying.  Enter these dates on your 2019 

calendar so you will be ready:  

 January 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. — Gathering to learn about the play and where you fit in 

 January 10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. — Read through 

 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday — Rehearsals 

 March 15, 16, 22, 23, 24 —  Production dates 

PCCR playwright Rich Mitchell 's melodrama for 2019 has a name, "The Great Estes Park Growth Spurt or What 

Do We Want to Be When We Grow Up". He has written a few parts with specific people in mind, like, Reverend 

Drysdale and Lady Fatima — but there are others ready to be cast, including Otto Bonn, Helga Hutt, owner of the 

Hotel, and County Commissioner, Jerry Mander.  

You will be horrified to know that some less-than-honorable people are intent on making Estes Park the 

gambling capital of the west. Reintroducing elk is cause for great concern as 

leaders fear they will wander into town and scare off the tourists. You get the 

picture!!!  

You will love this play — either on stage, off stage, or in the audience. Contact 

Rich at 586-5940 or Ginger at 586-5275 if you are ready to volunteer or if you 

have questions.  
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           Bake or Buy, Bring a Pie 
 

The Membership and Hospitality Committee will host a 
Pie Social with an old fashioned hymn sing-along on 
Sunday, August 19 at 11:00 following worship.   

The motto will be “Bake or Buy, Bring a Pie,” so let the office know if you 
can bring a pie.  There also will be a pie sign up sheet at the July 15 picnic 
and at the July 23 Grace and Grub.  This event last year was great fun! 


